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INTRODUCTION

The textbook isntendedfor all those, who are interested and would like
to discover more abottistory and political system of the USA. The
target goup are mainly the students afuynalism but the texts may
serve asan additional material fomnyonewho wang to broadenhis
knowledge of the English languagefactsabout theJSA.

The dapterschronologically follow particular historical periods from

the discovery of the new continent up to the most present history and the
final chapter is dedicated the political system of the USAIso, the
chapters follow similarstructure: theyconsist of a exganabry text
supplemented byevision activitiegprovided at the end of each chapter
andrelatedauthentic texts of various kisdhistorical documentsjews
reports, letters, constitutional amendments, press relsaspress
conference transcrigtsenate resolutiog) court appea)l blogs, reviews,
biographies and many more

There are several reasons for providing the authentic iexthe
textbook They wereprimarily chosen to supplement or enrich the
information abouta certain historical period, event or phenomenon
Secondly, they serve an example of various styles of authentic writing
and help the studentsf Journalism understand the wéhe tets are
written in English. And finally, thy may serve also l@ackground for
both individual and clasactivities
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DISCOVERY AND FIRST SETTLEMENT

Leif Ericson wasan Icelandicexplorerandheis thoughtto be thefirst
Europearvisitor to North America,in approximatelyl1lth century(500
yearsbefore ChristopherColumbus).According to the Sagas he was
convertedo Christianityin Norway in around1000by Olaf I, who sent
him to Greenlando convertthe settlersthere.However,on his voyage
to Greenlandhe sailed off-course and arrived in a place he called
Vinland (becauseof the grapesgrowing there,and the generalfertility
of theland). With a group of Vikings he establishedh Norsesettlement
at Vinland. The preciseidentity of Vinland remainsuncertainhowever,
afterdiscoveringruins of a Viking-type settlementijt is now commonly
identified with the Norse L'Anse aux Meadowsin Newfoundland
moderrday Canada.Ericson may also have visited Nova Scotia and
New England but hefailed to establishany permanensettiementhere.

in bold andColumbus'placenamesare showrin italics.

Theknowledgeof the Vikings wasnot accesiblgo the EuropeansAfter
Constantinopoleand the traderouteswere takenby the Turks, Europe
was seekingfor the new accesgo Indies. And 9, five hundredyears
after Ericson, the needfor increasedrade and error in navigationled
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Christopher Columbus to land in the new continent (New World).

Columbuswas an Italian sailor and traveller sailing for Ferdinandand
Isabella- the King andQueenof Spain.Onthe 3 August1492hesetsalil

from Palos, Spainwith three ships:the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa
Maria. He wantedto find a new route to the Far East.In India, China
andJaparhe could getvaluablesilks, spices preciousstonesandchina.
He knew the world was round and believed that by sailing

approximately6,500km westfrom Europe(insteadof passinghe coast
of Africa) he could reachthe Far East. On the 12 October1492 he
reachedSan Salvador,a small island in the Bahamadn the Caribbean
Seaand later helanded also in presentCuba. He thought he had
discovereda new way to Indies He neverknew he had discovereda

newcontinent.

The first explorerto realize that a new continent (New World) was
discoveredby the Europeanswas anotherltalian, Amerigo Vespucci,
and in 1507 the continentwas namedafter him: America. Further
exploration includestalian navigatorand explorer Giovanni Caboto
(knownin EnglishasJohnCabo) who helpedto openthe Europearera
of explorationand colonial expansionHe was sailing in the serviceof
Henry VII of England,and he reachedthe North American mainland
(presentNewfoundland)in 1497.On the basisof his voyage,England
later claimedthe entire North America. PedroC | v aCal¥asreached
Brazil andclaimedit for Portugal,Jacque<Cartier, a Frenchexplorerof
Bretonorigin, claimedwhatis now Canadédor France.

The New World, howeverhadbeeninhabitedlong beforethe arrival of
Europeamavigators Estimatesof the numberof first inhabitantdiving
in whatis now the United Statesat the onsetof Europeancolonization
range from 2 to 18 million. This number was, however, radically
reducedafter the arrival of Europeansettlers,becausehe Indians (as
Columbusnamedthem) lackednaturalimmunity to Europeardiseases.
Smallpox, in particular, ravaged whole communities. The Indians
receivedthe first Europeansn a friendly manner,taughtthem how to
cultivate crops such as tobacco and corn, but they received brutal
treatmentin return. Settlers invaded Indian's agriculture lands and
changedthe natural environmentdrastically. Settlersbought up lands
andvaluablefurs from the Indiansat trifling prices,seizedindianlands
through war and threats, cut their forests and built big cities. That
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causedhefact, thatlaterthe white menbecameunwantedrespassers
thelndians.

Theword Indian may even nowadays cause difficulties, sinaeitotes
both Native Americanas well as a persdrom India. Thereareattempts
to differenciatethem: EastIindians(India) and WestIndians(America),
but the term West Indian denoteshoweversomebodycoming from the
West Indies (islands by the American coastline). Red Indian is
pejorative,somostcommonlyusednamesare Americanindians,Native
Americans,Amerindians,first nations,aboriginal or idigenouspeople.
Somecountriesof the Americancontinenthavestill sizeablepopulation
of Indians: Belize, Bolivia, Chile, GreenlandMexico and Peruand at
leasta thousanddifferent indigenouslanguagesare spokenin the area.
Some California and Southwesterntribes, such as the Kumeyaay,
CocopaPascuaaqui andApachespanboth sidesof theUS1 Mexican
border. Haudenosaunepeople, for example,have the legal right to
freely crossthe UST Canadiarborder.Therearesomeothertribes,such
as Huron, Blackfeet, Lenape, Penobscot,Athabascanor | § u pd at
mentionsome who live in bothCanadandthe US.

The True Story of PocahontasasNOT told by Disney
by M. R Reese

Most peopleare familiar with the story of Pocahonta$ the Native American
princesswho fell in love with EnglishmanJohn Smith during the height of
conflict betweenthe English settlers and the indigenous people of the
Americas. In 1995, Disney releasedan artistically beautiful animatedfilm

showing the supposedevents that unfolded between John Smith and
PocahontasAlthoughDisneyis knownfor creatingfictional tales,manypeople
believedthatD i s n a&cgodn®f thelife of Pocahontawasa true reflectionof
past events: the love between Pocahontasand John Smith, the bravery
PocahontashowedwhensavingJohnS mi tlifie, Gusdthe tragic endingwhen
JohnSmithreturnedto Englandfor medicaltreatmentHowever,this depiction
is a far departuredrom the actualeventsthatoccurred andfrom the reallife of
Pocahontas.

It is believedthat Pocahontasvasborn around1595to a Powhatarchief. Her
given name at birth was Matoaka, although she was sometimescalled
Amonute.fi P 0 ¢ a hwasatdexragjaiorynicknamemeaningi s p oci hl ieddd 0
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AinaugpmteMat o atkikee Gvas a part of a group of about thirty
Algonquianspeakingribeslocatedin Tidewater Virginia.

DuringMa t o ackildhdbad,the Englishhadarrivedin theé N eWo r lamd
clasheshetweenthe colonizersandthe Native Americanswere commonplace
In 1607,JohnSmith, an Admiral of New Englandand an English soldierand
explorer,arrivedin Virginia by ship, with a group of about100 other settlers.
Oneday,while exploringthe ChickahominyRiver, JohnSmithwascapturedoy

one of P o wh a humting parties. He was broughtto Powhatan'shome at

Werowocomoco.The accountsof what happenednext vary from sourceto

source.ln JohnS mi tohginal writing, he told of having a large feast, after
which he satandspokewith Chief Powhatanln aletterwrittento QueenAnne,

John Smith told the story of Matoakathrowing herself acrosshis body to

protecthim from executionat the handsof Powhatanlt is believedthat John
Smithwas a pretentiousmanwho told this lie to gain notoriety.In the Disney
version, Matoaka/Pocahontdas depictedas a young womanwhen she saved
JohnSmith, but by his accountsshewasonly a 10-yearold child whenthese
eventsoccurred,and therefore highly unlikely that there was any romance
betweerthem.

Matoakaoften visited the settlementat Jamestowrto help the settlersduring

timeswhenfood wasin shortsupply.On 13" April, 1613 AD, during one of

thesevisits, SamuelArgall capturedMatoakato ransomher for someEnglish
prisonersheld by her father. She was held hostageat Jamestowrfor over a

year.During her captivity, tobaccoplanterJohnRolfe tooka 6 s p € cnit ael
in the attractiveyoungprisoner,andhe eventuallyconditionedherreleaseupon
her agreeingto marry him. Matoakawasbaptizedé R e b eandind ®14,she
married John Rolfe - the first recordedmarriagebetweena Europeanand a

Native American.

Two years later, John Rolfe took Matoaka to England to use her in a
propagandaampaigno supportthe colony of Virginia, proppingherup asthe
symbol of hope for peaceand good relations betweenthe English and the
Native Americans.6 R e b evasseeidan exampleof a civilized 6 s a vand
Rolfe was praisedfor his accomplishmentin bringing Christianity to the
06 h e att rhielme s 6 .

While in England Matoakaraninto JohnSmith. Sherefusedo speakwith him,
turning her headand fleeing from his presencd a far cry from the undying
love betweenthe two as portrayedin the Disney movie. In 1617, the Rolfe
family boardeda ship to return to Virginia. However, Matoakawould not
completethis journey home. She becamegravely ill T theoriesrangefrom
smallpox,pneumoniaor tuberculosiso her having beenpoisonedi andshe
wastakenoff the shipat Gravesendvhereshediedon March21,1617.1t is
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believedshewas 21 yearsold when shedied. Sadly, therewere no fairy tale
endingsfor Matoaka.

The real story of 6 P o ¢ a hwoold rmakeda greatermovie than the one
producedby Disney,ashertragiclife.

Source:http://www.ancienbrigins.net/historyfamouspeople/truestory
pocahontasot-told-disney002285

Activities

1. Discussand comparethe treatmentof native inhabitantsby white
newcomersn northernAmericawith the treatmenif the nativesin
other parts of the world, e.g. southernAmerica, Australia, New
Zealand.

2. Whatstereotypicalmagesof Americanindiansandthe first settlers
do you meetin films and literature?How would you characterize
both?

3. After havingreadthetext aboutPocahontaghink of a similar story
or personwherethelegendor romanticversiondiffers from thereal
storyandwrite atextexplainingor polemiciing the differences.
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THIRTEEN ENGLISH COLONIES

Storiesof the New World's gold attractedthe first Europeanexplorers
who came to America to increasetheir wealth and broaden their
influence over world affairs. The Spanish were among the first

Europeando explorethe New World and the first to settlein what is

now the United States.The founding of SaintAugustine(in Florida) in

1565markedthe beginningof Europearcolonization.in 1588,England
and Spain were engagedin warfare, which virtually annihilatedthe
Spanishnaval power. After this defeat,Spain no longer figured as a

rival of Englandfor possessionf North America. The thirteencolonies
along the Atlantic coastwere under British rule. West of thesewas
French territory extendingto the Rocky Mountainsin the west, to

Louisianain the south,andreachingnorthwardinto presentday Canada.
Theterritory wascalledNew France Partof it waslaterin 1803bought
by theU.S.in the LouisianaPurchase.

76w ork.
Rhode Idand

|
g Aew Jersy

Manyland

South Carofina

Agw Hampshire

13 Englishcolonies
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The TobaccoColonies

In 1585 Sir Walter Raleigh with a group of colonists (91 men, 17

womenandnine children)settledon theislandof Roanoke(presentarea
of North Carolina). Mysteriously, by 1590 the Roanokecolony had
vanishedentirely andthusit is sometimegeferedto asLost Colony. It

is so probablybecausehe first colonistswere mostly adventurousand
impoverishednenincapableof any sustaineceffort, andthatis why the
very earlywaveof colonisationwasa completefailure.

The first successfuland permanentEnglish colony able to survive
thanksto own labour was Virginia (namedby Sir Walter Raleighin
honor of the "virgin-queen,"Elizabeth ) in 1607, after the London
Companyhad sent144 mento Virginia on threeships:the Godspeed,
the Discovery and the SusanConstant.They reachedthe Chesapeake
Bay in the spring of 1607 and headedabout 60 miles up the James
River, wherethey built a settlementhey calledJamestowrfnamedafter
the king Jamesl). The Jamestowncolonistshad a rough time. They
were so busylooking for gold and other exportableresourceghat they
could barely feed themselvesThe first year was devastatingfor the
colonists, with only 32 of them surviving the winter. However, the
Native Americanshelpedthem and colony of Jamestowrsurvived. It
was not until 1616, when Vi r g i setilees earned how to grow
tobaccathatit seemedhe colony might survive.Thefirst African slaves
arrivedin Virginia in 1619.

In 1634Maryland wasfounded,unlike Virginia, by a groupof English
Catholicswho could not practicetheir religion in England.Thesewere
the about300 settlerssentby CeciliusCalvert,the 2nd Lord Baltimore,
after he was grantedabout 12 million acresof land at the top of the
Chesapeak8ay by the Englishcrown.LordB a | t i mtentie &Was
to createa safe homefor English Catholicsin the New World in the
time of the Europeanwarsof religion. Maryland,namedafter Henrietta
Mariai the FrenchPrincesswassimilar to Virginia in manyways. Its
landownergproducediobaccoon large plantationsthat dependedn the
labor of servantsand (later) African slaves.Maryland becameknown
for its policy of religioustolerationfor all.
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A Jamestownsettler describeslife in Virginia, 1622

SebastiarBrandtto HenryHovener,13 January,1622.
(Gilder LehrmanCollection)

The first English settlersin Jamestown\irginia, who arrived in 1607, were
eagerto find gold and silver. Instead they found sicknessand disease.
Eventually, thesecolonistslearnedhow to survive in their new environment,
andby the middle of the seventeentkenturytheydiscoveredhattheir fortunes
lay in growingtobacco.

This 1622 letter from JamestowrcolonistSebastiarBrandtto Henry Hovener,
a Dutch merchantiving in London, providesa snapshobf the colonyin flux.
Brandt,who likely arrivedin 1619in awaveof 1,200immigrants writes of his
wi f andlsr ot Heathsihespreviousyearalmostin passing.He mentions
that, dueto his ownillness,he fi w anat ableto travell up anddownethe hills
anddalesof thesecountriesbut doo nowe intend every dayeto walke up and
downethe hills for good Mineralls hereis both goldesilverandc o p p Morst.
of B r a n létterdssdevotedto its real purpose:putting in ordersfor cheese,
vinegar,tools, spices andotherassortedjoodsfrom the LondonCompanythat
werenot availablein Virginia. Interestingly,he promisesto payin tobaccoand
furs- notin thegold andcopperh e baking for.

We know little aboutBrandt.He doesnot appeaiin any known existingofficial
records,and historianspresumehe died not long after writing this letter. The
glimpsehe offers into early Jamestowrservesas a tantalizingexampleof the
challengesndthrills of studyingcolonial Americanhistory.

TRANSCRIPTOF THE LETTER
Well belovedgoodfriend HenryHovener

My comendationsemembred| hartely[wish] your welfarefor god be thanked
| amnow in goodhealth,but my brotherandmy wyfe aredeadaboutea yeare
p a s Adddtouchinge the busynessethat | came hither is nothing yett
performed by reasorof my sickness& weaknessé wasnot ableto travell up
and downethe hills and dalesof thesecountriesbut doo nowe intend every
dayeto walke up and downethe hills for good Mineralls hereis both golde
silver andcopperto be hadandthereforel will doemy endeavouby the grace
of godto effectwhatl amableto performeAnd | intreatyou to beseeché¢he
Right Hon: & Wor: Companyin my behalfeto grant me my freedometo be
senteitherto mel dowbtenotto doowell & goodservicein thesecountries
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humbly desyringethem also to provyde me some [appointed]fellowe & a
strongboyeto assistanein my businesseandthatit may pleasethe aforesaid
Companyto sendme at my chargea bed wth a bolsterand cover and some
Linnenfor shirtesandsheetesSixe fallinge bandswth Last Size pairsof shoes
twoo pairsof bootesthreepairsof culleredstockingsandgarterswth threepairs
of letherglovessomepowderandshotttwoo little runlettsof oyle andvinnegar
somespice& sugerto comfortus herein our sicknesseabowteffyftie pounds
weight of holland and Englishe cheesetogether, Lykewyse some knyves,
spoonscombesandall sortsof cullerd beadsasyou knowethe savagdndians
useAllso oneRundlettwth all sortesof yron naylesgreatandsmall, threehaire
sives,two hatchettsvth twoo broadyronsandsomeAllum And sendall these
necessarieshingesin a dry fatt wth the first shippingedyrectedunto Mr.
Pontesin JamesTowne herein Virginia And whatsoevethis all costesl will
not onely wth my moste humble service but allso wth some good Tobacco
Bevor and Otterskinsand other commoditieshereto be had recompencehe
Companyfor the sameAnd yf you could sendfor my brotherPhillipps Sonne
in Darbesheeréo comehetheritt [were] a greatcommoditieffor me or suche
anotherusedin minerall workes And thus | comitt you to the Almighty.
Virginia 13 Januaryl622.

Source:TheGilder Lehrmaninstituteof AmericanHistory,
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/historpy-era/earlysettlements
resources/jamestowsettlerdescribedife-virginia-1622

The New England Colonies

In the North, English PuritansestablishedseveralsettlementsThese
peoplecameto Americato escapepersecutiorin England. Thesefirst
coloniesin the North were calledandevennow the territory is referred
to as New England.In the years1620 - 1640, some 30,000 Puritans
settled there. A group of Puritans called the Pilgrims crossedthe
Atlantic in the ship Mayflower and settledat Plymouth(namedafter a
port in Britain), Massachusettsn 1620. They escapedritain because
of catholic persecution of the Stuarts. Originally, their desired
destinationwas Virginia, however,thanksto poor navigationabilities
and unknownseacurrentsthey landedat what is know the coastlineof
Boston.With the help of local natives the colonistssoongot the hangof
farming, fishing and hunting, and Massachusettsprospered. The
Puritans were orthodox Protestantsand even now the term puritan
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denotesa man of extrememoral and religious principals,especiallyin
sexualmatters No wonderthe famouswitch trials took placein colonial
Massachusetté the town of Salem where a seriesof hearingsand
prosecutionsof people accusedof witchcraft were held in 1692 and
1693.Thetrials resultedin the executionf twenty people fourteenof
themwomen,andall butoneby hanging.

s

£.% \

Thecentralfigure in this 1876illustration of the courtroomis
usuallyidentifiedas Mary Walcott,oneof the"afflicted" girls
calledasa witnessat the SalemWitch Trials.

As the Massachusettssettlements expanded, they generated new
coloniesin New England. To the north of the Massachusett8ay

colony, the colony of New Hampshire wasfoundedin 1629.Sincethe

land in Massachusettsvas very rocky and also some of its Puritan
settlerswere not satisfiedwith the acting of their leaders,a handful of

adventurousnenled by JohnMasonwentto find morefertile farming

land and they settledin Portsmouthand foundedthe New Hampshire
Colony. Firstly, the colony (or province,ascoloniesarealsoreferedto)

consistedfor many yearsof a small numberof communitiesalong the
seacoastand the PiscataguaRiver. The province's economy was
dominatedby timber and fishing and the New Hampshirepopulation
wasmorereligiouslydiverse.

Puritanswho thoughtthat Massachusett&/as not pious enoughformed
the colony of Connecticut The colony, originally known asthe River
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colony, was founded in 1636 by Thomas Hooker, who left the
MassachusettBay Colony with 35 families. Later, two other English
coloniesmergedinto the Colony of Connecticut:SaybrookColony and
New HavenColony. The economybeganwith subsistencéarming and
developedwith greaterdiversity and an increasedocus on production
for distantmarkets especiallythe British coloniesin the CaribbeanThe
colony was also the sceneof a bloody and raging war betweenthe
Englishandthe Pequottribe of Native Americans known asthe Pequot
War. The Pequotdostthe war andabout700 Pequothadbeenkilled or
takeninto captivity.

Anothermanwho decidedto leavethe MassachusettBay Colony and
begin a colony of his own was Roger Williams. He was a Puritan
minister who disagreedwith the decisionsof the community and he
protestedthat the stateshould not interfere with religion. He claimed
that the colony leadersshould not be the churchleadersand he also
believed the Indians should be paid for the land they were taking.
Puritanleadersvantedto punishhim, but heescapedin 1636he bought
the land from Indiansand establishedhe Rhode Island Colony. The
landwasfirst hometo the Narragansettndians,who hadextensiverade
relations acrossthe region, which evoked the idea of the town of
Narraganset t o drecse&lisnown of somel6 thousandpopulation)
to showrespecto the Indians.In the colony, everybodyincluding Jews
was allowedto practicetheir own religion andenjoy completefi | i ber t y
in religiousc o n ¢ e r nTimeseparatiorof churchandstatewasthus
guaranteed.

The Middle Colonies

Also the Dutch were trying to colonize the New World. They sent
CaptainHenry Hudsonandhefoundariver thatranwestward followed
it andfoundthatit turnednorthin whatis now New York. Theriver still

bearshis name.ln 1623the Dutch sentpeopleto live in this area.They
formed a new colony and begantrading with the native inhabitants.
They calledthis new colony New NetherlandsIts main town was New
Amsterdam (Nieuw Amsterdam) on Manhattan Island, which was
boughtfrom local Indian chiefsfor 60 gilders($24). However,in 1664,
English king Charlesll gave the territory betweenNew Englandand
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Virginia, much of which was alreadyoccupiedby Dutch tradersand
landownergalledpatroonsto his brotherJamesthe Duke of York. The
English soon absorbedDutch New Netherlandsalong with New
Amsterdamandrenamedt New York (namedafterthe Duke of York),
but most of the Dutch people,as well as the Belgian Flemings and
Walloons, French Huguenots,Scandinavianand Germanswho were
living there,stayed.This madeNew York one of the mostdiverseand
prosperougoloniesin the New World.

Accordingto legend NativeAmericanametWilliam Penn
underan elmtreeat Shackamaxorthe site of presentday
PennTreatyPark.

In 1680, the king granted 45,000 squaremiles of land west of the
DelawareRiver to William Penn,a Quaker(memberof a Christiansec)

who owned large swathsof land in Ireland. P e n iN@rth American
holdings becamethe colony of i P e nWd & d sr, Pénnsylvania

Lured by the fertile soil andthereligioustolerationthat Pennpromised,
people migrated there from all over Europe. Like their Puritan
counterpartsin New England,most of theseemigrantspaid their own

way to the coloniesi they were not indenturedservantsi and had
enoughmoneyto establishthemselvesvhen they arrived. As a result,
Pennsylvaniaoonbecamea prosperougndrelatively egalitarianplace.
The colony was also characterizedby religious toleration where
religiousfreedomwas grantedto everyonemonotheistand government
was initially opento all Christians. PennsylvaniaHospital, the first

hospital in the British American colonies, and The Academy and
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College of Philadelphia,the predecessoto the private University of
Pennsylvaniahothopenecdhere.

The Province of New Jerseyhad originally beensettledby Europeans
as part of New Netherlands,but came under English rule after the
surrenderof Fort Amsterdamin 1664, becominga proprietarycolony.
The English then renamedthe province after the Isle of Jerseyin the
EnglishChannel.The Englishjustified the seizureby claimingthatJohn
Cabot,an Italian underthe sponsorshif the EnglishKing Henry VI,
hadbeenthe first to discoverthe place. The original boundariesof the
province were slightly larger than the current state and it was not
dominatedby a specificreligion, which gaveway to religious freedom
for Quakers,Catholics, Lutherans,Jews and others.New Jerseywas
oftenreferredto asa breadbasketolonybecausét grewsomanycrops,
especiallywheat. The wheatwas groundinto flour andthenshippedto
England.

Swedenalsowanteda colony of their own to tradewith the others,so
they landedin Delaware in 1638 and establisheda new colony there.
The DelawareColony was foundedin 1638 by PeterMinuit and New
SwedenCompany But the land fell underBritish controlin 1664when
William Pennwasgiven the deedby the Duke of York. Delawarewas
thengovernedaspartof Pennsylvanidrom 1682until 1701.Thecolony
wasnamedafterthe DelawareRiver whosenamewasderivedfrom that
of Sir ThomasWest (Lord de la Warr) who was Virginia Company's
first governor. The Delaware Colony's mild climate made farming
feasiblefor the colonistsandits naturalresourcesncludedalsotimber,
coal,furs, fish, andiron ore. Therewasno dominatingreligion thereand
religious tolerance made the area attractive to those who were not
purists.

The Southern Colonies

The land that stretchedsouthof Virginia to Floridawas grantedto the
group of King's Charles friends in 1663. They named the colony
Carolinain honorof CharlesThefirst settlementvasCharleston When
thesemen arrived to the areathey found that many peoplehad been
already living there and the areawas much less cosmopolitanwhen
comparedto the northernstatesof New England In its northernhalf,
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poor farmersekedout a living. In its southernhalf, plantersmanaged
vast estatesthat producedcorn, timber, beef and pork, and since the

1690sevenrice. The south Carolinianshad close ties to the English

planter colony on the Caribbeanisland of Barbados,which relied

heavily on African slave labor, and many were involved in the slave
tradethemselvesAs a result, slavery played an importantrole in the

developmenbf the Carolinacolony,too. The overall differencescaused
argumentdbetweerthe two groups,andin 1729the colony wasdivided

into two separateolonies:North Carolina andSouth Carolina.

In 1732,inspiredby the needto g o S —————
build a buffer (border) between
South Carolinaand the Spanish
settlements in  Florida, the
Englishman James Oglethorpe
establishedhe Georgia colony,
the last of the original 13 British
colonies The King also planned
this colony as a placeto get rid
of people he did not want in
England.It was namedin honor
of King Georgell of England
and the first settlementwas Savannah In many ways, Geor gi a6
developmenmirrored SouthC a r o | éxeeptférsslavery.Originally,
Oglethorpemagineda provincepopulatedoy sturdyandstrongfarmers

that could guard the border. Becauseof this, the colony's charter
prohibitedslavery.But in the beginning the colony hada sluggishstart.
JamesOglethorpedid not allow alcohol as well and he did several
limitations for land ownership Discontentgrew in the colony because

of theserestrictions,and so Oglethorpecanceledthem. With slavery,

liquor, and land acquisitionthe colony improved much faster. Slavery

had been permitted from 1749. There was some internal opposition,
particularly from Scottish settlers, but by the time of the War of
IndependenceGeorgiawasmuchlike therestof the South.

In 1700, there were about 250,000 settlersin North Amer i I3a 6 s
Englishcolonies,both Europeansaind Africans. By 1775,0n the eve of
revolution,therewerenearly 2.5 million andseveralsmall but growing
urbancentershad emergedPhiladelphig with 28,000inhabitantswas

A viewof Savannal{March 1734
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the largestcity, followed by New York Bostonand Charleston The
colonistsdid not have much in common,but they were able to band
togetherandfight for theirindependence.

Activities

1. What are the characteristicof eachof the four typesof colonies
(TobaccoNew England Middle andSoutherrcolonies)AWho were
the colonists,what kind of people,what did they mainly do for
living, what was the prevailing religion, organizationof the social
life? How did thetypesof the coloniesdiffer?

2. Write a report about the life of early colonits in Jamestown
accordingto information from SebastianB r a n ktteEasd the
textsaboutcolonies.

3. Find moreinformationaboutthe Salemwitch trial andwrite a news
story about the trial from the point of view of a contemporary
observer.
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CREATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The SevenY e a Warknd colonial senceof commonality

The Frenchwere the main rival of the English in the colonizationof

North America. They controlledCanadaand Louisiana,which included
the entire Mississippiwatershed a vastareawith few people.French
influencecanbe seenevennowadaysiouisianawas namedafter King

Louis and similar was the motivation for Saint Louis, a town on

Mississippiriver. New Orleanswasnamedin the honourof Janeof Arc

(theMaid of Or | ® Britai pndFrancefoughtseveralwars;however,
the conflict known asthe SevenYears' War wasthe mostcrucial they
were engagedin. The struggle beganin 1754 after a squadronof

soldiersled by an unknown,twentytwo year old GeorgeWashington
attackeda FrenchfortressFort Duquesne

The war was also called the
Frenchand Indian War by the
colonies becausethe English
were fighting the French and
their Native Americanallies, the
Hurons.The two countrieswere
fighting for control of North
America which meant gaining
an accessto the all-important
MississippiRiver, the lifeline of
the frontier to the west. Soon
after the British captured
Louisbourg a strategicgate to
the St. Lawrence Seaway the
Frenchchapterof North American history endedin a bloody finale.
England's superior strategic position and its competentleadership
ultimately broughtvictory in this war. After the Peaceof Pariswas
signedin 1763, Francerelinquishedall of Canadathe GreatLakesand

At Point StatePark in downtown
Pittsburgh,bricksmarktheoutline
of theformersite of Fort Duquesne.
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the upper Mississippi Valley to the British. In North America alone,
British territoriesmorethandoubled.

Gradually, the English, Welsh, Scotslrish, German, French, Irish,

Swedish Native American,andAfrican descentulturesbeganto blend.
Americansbecameculturally distinct from the English: their language,
culture,andreligionsdifferedalot. Most Americanswerebornhereand
neverevenvisited England,the Germanswere neverloyal to England
and the Scotslrish had great resentmenttoward Great Britain. The
experienceof the war alsodid not bring the British andthe Americans
closer together: British troops felt haughty about colonials, since
Americanswere regardedas crude and lacking culture and the pious
New Englandersfound the British to be profane. The American
colonistsstartedto feel closerto eachother. The first sign of unity,

commonality or even nationalismwas seen when settlers from all

thirteencoloniesfoughttogether.

Which of the 11 American nations do you live in?
By ReidWilson WashingtorPost,NovembeB, 2013

Red statesand blue states?lyover country and the coasts?ow simplistic.
Colin Woodard,a reporterat the PortlandPressHerald, saysNorth America
can be brokenneatly into 11 separatenationstates,where dominantcultures
explainour voting behaviorsandattitudestowardeverythingfrom socialissues
to the role of government.i Ouc o nt i famedtmblslity has been
reinforcing, not dissolving, regional differences,as people increasingly sort
themselvesnto like-mindedc o mmu n iWoadardlaystout his mapin the
new book AmericanNations: A History of the ElevenRival RegionalCultures
of North AmericaH e r leodv se breaksdownthe continent:

Yankeedom: Foundedby Puritans,residentsin Northeasterrstatesand the
industrial Midwest tend to be more comfortablewith governmentregulation.
Theyvalueeducatiorandthe commongoodmorethanotherregions.

New Netherland: The Netherlandsvas the most sophisticatedsocietyin the
Westernworld when New York was founded, Woodard writes, so i t oS
wonderthatthe regionhasbeena hub of globalcommercel t alsgtheregion
mostacceptingof historically persecutegopulations.
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The Midlands: Stretchingfrom Quakerterritory westthroughlowa and into
more populated areasof the Midwest, the Midlands are i p | u r and
organizedaroundthe middlec | a &averramentntrusionis unwelcomeand
ethnicandideologicalpurityi s apidrity.

Tidewater: The coastalregionsin the English colonies of Virginia, North
Carolina,Marylandand Delawaretendto respectauthorityandvaluetradition.
Oncethe mostpowerful Americannation,it beganto declineduring Westward
expansion.

Greater Appalachia: Extendingfrom WestVirginia throughthe GreatSmoky
Mountainsand into NorthwestTexas, the descendantsf Irish, English and
Scottishsettlersvalueindividual liberty. Residentsarefi i n t esusgicdbousyf
lowlandaristocratandYankeesociale n gi neer s . 0

Deep South: Dixie still tracesits roots to the caste systemestablishedby

mastersvho tried to duplicateWestIndiesstyle slavesociety,Woodardwrites.

The Old Southvaluess t a tightsaddlocal control andfights the expansion
of federalpowers.

El Norte: SouthwestTexas and the border region is the oldest, and most
linguistically different, nationin the Americas.Hard work and self-sufficiency
areprizedvalues.

The Left Coast: A hybrid, Woodardsays,of Appalachianindependencand
Yankee utopianismloosely defined by the Pacific Oceanon one side and
coastalmountainrangedike the Cascadesndthe SierraNevadason the other.
The independenceand innovation required of early explorers continuesto
manifestin placeslike Silicon Valley andthetechcompaniesaroundSeattle.

The Far West: The Great Plains and the Mountain West were built by
industry, made necessaryby harsh, sometimesinhospitable climates. Far
Westernersare intenselylibertarian and deeply distrustful of big institutions,
whethertheyarerailroadsandmonopoliesor the federalgovernment.

New France: FormerFrenchcoloniesin andaroundNew Orleansand Quebec
tend toward consensusand egalitarian, i a mo thegmost liberal on the
continent,with unusuallytolerantattitudestoward gaysandpeopleof all races
andareadyacceptancef governmeninvolvementin thee ¢ o n o\Wopdaral
writes.

First Nation: The few First Nation peoplesleft 8 Native Americanswho
nevergave up their land to white settlersd are mainly in the harshlyArctic
north of Canadaand Alaska. They havesovereigntyover their lands,but their
populationis only around300,000.

The clashesbetweenthe 11 nationsplay out in every way, from politics to
socialvalues Woodardnotesthatstateswith the highestratesof violentdeaths
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are in the Deep South, Tidewaterand GreaterAppalachia,regionsthat value
independencandselfsufficiency.Stateswith lower ratesof violent deathsare

in Yankeedom, New Netherland and the Midlands, where government
interventionis viewed with less skepticism.And more than 95 percentof
executionsn the United Statessince1976happenedn the DeepSouth,Greater
Appalachia, Tidewater and the Far West. Statesin Yankeedomand New
Netherlandhave executeda collective total of just one person.Thatd o e §
bode well for gun control advocatesWoodardconcludes:i Wi s$uéh sharp
regionaldifferencestheideathatthe United Stateswvould everreachconsensus
on any issuehavingto do with violence seemsfar-fetched.The cultural gulf
betweenAppalachiaand Yankeedom,Deep South and New Netherlandis
simply too large.Buti t corgeivablehatsomenew alliancecould form to tip
thebal ance. 0

Full versionsource:https://www.washingtonpost.com/blagsvbeat/

wp/2013/11/08/whiclf-the-11-americannationsdo-youlive-in/

The Background to the War of Independence

The Britain's victory over France led directly to a conflict with
American colonies.Theend of the SevenYears'War left Englandin
controlof Canadaandall of North America,eastof the Mississippi.But
the war waslong andwhenit ended,Englandwasin debt.Runningan
empireand administrationof the new territories,aswell as of the old,
was an expensivebusinessand would require hugeamountof money.
The king's ministers looked around for additional income and they
decidedto get the money from American colonies, which were a
virtually rich and untaxedsectionof the empire. Philadelphiawas the
biggestBritish city, after London and poverty commonin Britain was
practically unknown amongst people in the American colonies.
Moreover,King GeorgewasafraidthatNew Englandwasbecomingtoo
powerfulandtherefore the British governmenstarteda new policy and
passeda numberof laws designedo paralyzethe rising industryin the
colonies.

The coloniesproducedsomeraw materialssuchasiron, steel,tobacco
and timber, but they were forbiddento build their own manufacturing
industries.Direct trade of the English colonieswith the Spanishand
Frenchsettlementswvas also prohibited. To preventfighting with the
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Native Americans,the Proclamation of 1763 deniedthe coloniststhe
right to settlewestof the AppalachiansThe colonistshatedthis because
they werealreadyfarming there.The first attemptto extractmoneyout
of the colonists was the Sugar Act in 1764. This act forbade the
importationof foreignrum andtaxedall sugarproductsfrom Britain. In
fact, it reducedthe taxationon molassesmportedto the colonies,but
severely punishedanyonewho tried to smugglethe syrup. Then, in
1765, the Quarteringand Stamp Acts were enacted.The Quartering
Act forced the coloniesto houseand feed British soldiers,whosetask
wasno longerto protectthe settlementshut to oppresghem:to enforce
prohibitions, to prevent smuggling, and to suppressthe liberation
movementof American people.With the passageof the Stamp Act,
specialtax stampshadto be attachedo all newspapergamphletsl|egal
documentandlicenses.

The colonists thought this was unfair and a storm of protestsarose
againstthe acts. Peopleregardedthe situation as a violation of their

rights. In the summerof 1765, prominentmen organizedthemselves
into the Sonsof Liberty - a secretorganizationformedto protestthe

Stamp Act, often throught violent means. No taxation without

representatiorwas their motto. It meantthat no British subjectshould

be taxed unlessits representativesat as a memberin the Parliament.
Riots were organized,merchantsrefusedto sell British goods, mobs

threatenedstampdistributorsand most colonistssimply refusedto use

the stamps.The British governmentid not wanttroublesothe Act was

repealedn 1766.

Repealof the StampAct left Britain's problemsunresolved.n 1767,
CharlesTownshendBritish chancellorof exchequerdeclaredhe hada
planfor gettingmoneyout of the Americanswithout upsettingthem.In
fact, it wassimply a tax on every day goods,suchastea, paint, glass,
andpaper,jmportedfrom Britain. Theresponsef the Americanswasto
boycottany of the taxedgoods.The colonistsprotestedn Boston,and
Massachusettdecamethe centre of antiBritish feeling. Opposition
became so strong that the English Parliament repealed the Act.
However,newtaxesweresoonintroduced andEnglishtroopsweresent
to America. This madethe colonistsevenangrierthan ever.In March
1770, a riot occurredbetweenBritish troopsand Bostoncitizens,who
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taunted and jeered the soldiers. The troops killed five people. The
colonistwentwild. Theycalledthis The BostonMassacre

Outbreak of the War

Due to colonial economicboycotts,the TownshendDuties, exceptteg
were repealedin 1770. The colonists were huge consumersof tea,
drinking two million cupsa day. To avoid payingthis duty, Americans
dranksmuggledDutchtea. This contributedto the declineof Eastindia
Company.After permissionto ship teadirectly to Americafrom India,
cutting out the middlemenin Britain, the price of teadroppedby half.
EastIndian tea, althoughstill taxed,was now cheaperthan Dutch tea.
But Americanswere not happyaboutthe cheap but still taxedtea,and
refusedto buy it. They viewed the act as anotherviolation of their
rights. In Boston,on 16 Decemberl773,a crowd of mendisguisedas
Indians,boardedhe shipsfull of teaandthey dumpedall of theteainto
the water, which became known as the Boston tea party. The
Parliamentrespondedy passingan Intolerable Acts, which closedthe
port of Bostonto tradeand more British soldierswere sentto the port.
In Septemberl774, a congressof the ablest and wealthiestmen in
America met in Philadelphia.lt was called The First Continental
Congress The leadersurgedAmericansto disobeythe IntolerableActs
andto boycottBritish trade.Colonistsbeganto organizemilitias andto
collect weaponsand ammunition. Arms were bought illegally, and
secretmilitary trainings, to preparethe people for armedresistance,
wereorganized.

The Revolution

On 19 April 1775,British soldierswere sentto seizeanillegal depotof

armsin the nearbytown of Concord.At the village of Lexington,they
confronted70 militiamen (armed farmers)and the American War of

Independencbegan.The colonistsknewthat,if theywereto succeedn

the struggle,somekind of unionwould be necessaryin May 1775,The

Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia and began to

assumethe functions of a national governmentand establishedthe
American Continental Army. The Virginian landowner, George
Washingtorwasplacedin command.
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In this stage there were

In CONGRES S, JuLyy, 1756
some radicals who & A DECLARATION
demanded complete UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
|nde endence, but the v GENERAL LU.\A'. RESS ass \i,», D.

' W

majority of the Congress
stil  believed in the
possiblecompromisewith
the King of England.The
idea of independence
becameextremelypopular
after the publication of
Thomas Paine's Comnon
Sensein 1776. In this
pamphlet he argued that
independencwvasthe only

[)iT]Z?gé?tgd t.t:]a:r:te IV(\)/;)UIedr Declarationof Independencél776):the
wi 9 seconddocumentmage,a printedversionthat

!t wasdelayed Theideaof waspublicly distributedafter the original was
independence  became created.

universalsoon On 4 July,

1776, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of

Independencedeclaringthat the coloniesare and of right oughtto be
free and independenttates The authorof this documentwas Thomas
Jefferson.

In the first years,the war went badly for the Americans.It was very
difficult to convert colonists into an efficient fighting force since
Americansoldierswere short of moneyand supplies,and they lacked
training and discipline. The quality of the officers was poor, and they
had practically no navy. The English, on the other hand, had to fight
3,000milesfrom home.It wasexpensiveo transportmenandsupplies.
Also proper strategic managementof the force from London was
impossible. The British captured New York City in 1776, and
Philadelphiawascaptureda yearlater. The tide turnedin Octoberl777
at Saratoga whereContinentaldorcedthe British to surrenderlt wasa
turning pointin the war. After this victory, a FranceAmericanalliance
was signed in February 1778. This alliance brought men, money,
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encouragement, suppliesd, aboveall, the navy. Holland and Spain
alsobeganto supportAmericanssoon.

After 1778, the fighting
shifted to the south. The
Americanssufferedmany
defeatshere,buttheywon
the last battle, which was
decisive. At Yorktown,
Virginia, in 1781, the
Englishcommander|.ord
Cornwallis was forced to
surrender by the
American army under
George  Washington's
command. The war was
now over, but King

George Il refused to

acknowledge defeat for

Original designof the Great Sealof another two years. The
the United Stateq1782) Treaty of Paris was

signedin Septemberl783 The treaty recognizedthe independencef
the United Statesand grantedthe new nation all the territory north of
Florida,southof Canadaandeastof the MississippiRiver.

The Constitution

The USA first operatedunder an agreementcalled the Articles of
Confederation (1781). The documentset up a very weak central
governmentwith too few powersfor defensetrade,andtaxation.There
was no federal judiciary and no permanentexecutive.The individual
stateswere almost independent.lt was soon clear that this loose
agreementvas not working well and there was little to bind the 13
colonies together. Each individual colony started minting its own
money,makingits own laws and imposingdutieson goodsfrom other
states.Some stateswere even preparingto establishtheir own army.
This situation could causea crisis. To preventsuch crises,eachstate
sentrepresentative@GeorgeWashington BenjaminFranklinandJames
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Madison among them) to Philadelphiain May 1787, to preparea

constitution.In 1789, the Constitution was written down. As the first

presidentof the United States,GeorgeWashingtonwas electedon 30

April, 1789.In 1791, first amendments;alledthe Bill of Rights, were
addedto the Constitution.The delegateslecidedthat Americawould be

a Republicwith a presidentas a headof state.There would be two

assembliesan Upper House, called the Senate,and a Lower House,
calledthe Houseof Representativeg.ogetherthetwo housesvereto be
called Congress.The new Constitution also establishedhe Supreme
Court.

Bill of Rights (1791)

Congressof the United States
begunandheldatthe City of New-York,

onWednesdayhefourth of March,
onethousandevenhundredandeightynine.

THE Conventionsof a number of the States,having at the time of their
adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent
misconstructioror abuseof its powers,that further declaratoryand restrictive
clausesshouldbe added:And asextendingthe groundof public confidencein
the Governmentwill bestensurethe beneficenendsof its institution.

RESOLVED by the SenateandHouseof Representativesf the United States
of America,in Congresassemblediwo thirds of both Housesconcurring,that

the following Articles be proposedo the Legislaturesof the severalStatesas
amendmentgo the Constitution of the United States,all, or any of which

Articles, whenratified by threefourths of the said Legislaturesto be valid to

all intentsandpurposesaspartof the saidConstitution;viz.

ARTICLES in additionto, and Amendmentof the Constitutionof the United
Statesof America, proposedoy Congressand ratified by the Legislaturesof
theseveralStatespursuanto thefifth Article of theoriginal Constitution.

Article the first... After the first enumeratiorrequiredby thefirst article of the
Constitution,thereshall be one Representativéor everythirty thousanduntil
the numbershallamountto onehundred after which the proportionshallbe so
regulated by Congress,that there shall be not less than one hundred
Representativesior lessthanoneRepresentativéor everyforty thousand
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personsuntil the numberof Representativeshallamountto two hundred;after
which the proportionshall be so regulatedby Congressthatthereshall not be
lessthantwo hundredRepresentativesjor more than one Representativéor
everyfifty thousandcpersons.

Article the second.. No law, varying the compensatiorfior the servicesof the
Senators and Representatives,shall take effect, until an election of
Representativeshallhaveintervened.

Article the third ... Congresshall makeno law respectingan establishmenof
religion, or prohibiting the free exercisethereof; or abridgingthe freedomof
speechopr of the press;or theright of the peoplepeaceablyo assembleandto
petitionthe Governmenftor aredresf grievances.

Article the fourth ... A well regulatedMilitia, beingnecessaryo the securityof
a free State, the right of the peopleto keep and bear Arms, shall not be
infringed.

Article the fifth ... No Soldiershall,in time of peacebe quarteredn anyhouse,
without the consentof the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a mannerto be
prescribedy law.

Article the sixth... Theright of the peopleto be securdn their personshouses,
papers,and effects, againstunreasonablesearchesand seizures,shall not be

violated, and no Warrantsshall issue,but upon probablecause,supportedby

Oath or affirmation, and particularly describingthe placeto be searchedand

the personr thingsto beseized.

Article the seventh.. No personshall be held to answerfor a capital, or
otherwiseinfamouscrime, unlesson a presentmenbr indictmentof a Grand
Jury, exceptin casesrisingin the land or navalforces,or in the Militia, when
in actual servicein time of War or public danger;nor shall any personbe
subjectfor the sameoffenceto be twice put in jeopardyof life or limb; nor
shallbe compelledin any criminal caseto be a witnessagainsthimself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due processof law; nor shall
privatepropertybetakenfor public use,without just compensation.

Article the eighth... In all criminal prosecutionsthe accusedshall enjoy the
right to a speedyand public trial, by animpartial jury of the Stateanddistrict
whereinthe crime shall have beencommitted,which district shall have been
previouslyascertainedy law, andto beinformedof the natureandcauseof the
accusation;to be confronted with the witnessesagainst him; to have
compulsory processfor obtaining witnessesin his favor, and to have the
Assistanceof Counsefor his defence.

Article the ninth... In Suitsat commonlaw, wherethe valuein controversy
shallexceedwentydollars,theright of trial by jury shallbe preservedandno
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fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwisere-examinedn any Court of the United
Statesthanaccordingto therulesof the commonlaw.

Article the tenth... Excessivebail shall not be required,nor excessivefines
imposednor cruelandunusuapunishmenténflicted.

Article the eleventh.. The enumeratiorin the Constitution,of certainrights,
shallnot be construedo denyor disparagethersretainedby the people.

Article the twelfth... The powersnot delegatedto the United Statesby the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States,are reservedto the States
respectivelypr to thepeople.

FrederickAugustusMuhlenberg Speakenf the Houseof Representatives
JohnAdamsVice-Presidentof the United Statesand Presidentof the Senate
JohnBeckleyClerk of the Houseof Representatives.

Sam A Otis Secretaryf the Senate

Source:http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.th

(=)

flash=true&doc=13&page=transcript

Activities

1. Accordingto thetextaboutll nationswrite anessayexplaining and
describingregionaldifferencesn Slovakia.

2. Whatdo you think werethe mostcrucial and influential eventsfor
the War of Independencéo begin?If you only hadto chooseone
majorfactor,whatwould it be?Discussyour choice.

3. WhatrightsdoestheBill of Rightsguarantee?

4. In groupsdiscussandwrite your own Bill of therights and dutiesof
a journalist and than compareyour statementsand ideaswith the
real Declarationof therights and dutiesof journalists

33






A

WESTWARD EXPANSION
AND THE WILD WEST

In the beginningof the 19 century,America enjoyeda period of rapid
economic and territorial expansion During this period, the United
Statesexpandedvestwardsandthe colonizationof the whole continent
was completed. The frontier of settlementwas pushedwest to the
MississippiRiver andbeyond.

States and Territories of the United Stales of America
December 29 1845 fo June 18 1848

The huge Louisianaterritory, stretchingfrom the Middle Westto the
Gulf of Mexico, was boughtfrom Francefor $15 million. Florida was
purchasedby force of arms from Spain for $5 million. Meanwhile,
thousandof Americanswere settlingin Texasthena part of Mexico.
However,the Texansfound Mexicanrule increasinglyoppressiveand
in 1835 they rebelled and defeatedthe Mexican army. In 1845, the
United States annexed Texas As a result, Mexico suspendedall
diplomaticrelations.In May 1846, Congressieclaredwar on Mexico.
In this war the Americansconqueredover a half of Mexico'sterritory
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(the present states of California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado). Thus,
Americabecamea truly continentalpowerandby the middle of the 19"
centurythis countryhadreachedalmostits presendimensions.

In 1862the HomesteadAct was adoptedto makelandsopeningup in
the west availableto a wide variety of settlers.lt madethe processof
formal land acquisitioneasierandit loweredthe land price for squatters
who had occupiedthe land for minimum of 14 months. The famous
Pony Express a systemof horsesand riders, was setup in the mid
1800sto deliver mail and packagedo the distantareaslt employed80
deliverymen and betweenfour and five hundred horses,that were
changed in the horsechanging stations. However, the First
Transcontinental Telegraph linked Omaha, Nebraska and San
Franciscoin 1861 and the Pony Expressendedsoon after becauseit
couldnotcompetewith thetelegraph.

The new territorieswere commonly reachedon foot or by horseback.
TheOregon Trail is areferencdo the pathstretching2000milesacross
the United Statesand used by people, inspired by dreamsof rich

farmlands,travelling from Missourito Oregon.The OregonTrail was
laid down by tradersandfur trappersand by the year 1836 the first of

the migrant train of wagons was put together. The journey took

approximatelyhalf of the yearandthe trail was usedby an estimated
350 000 settlersfrom the 1830sthrough 1869. After the first railroad

wascompleteduseof thetrail quickly declined.

Donner Party, a group of 81 emigrantsto California who in the winter of
1846 47 met with one of the mostfamoustragediesin Westernhistory. The
families weremostly from lllinois andlowa, and mostprominentamongthem
werethe two Donnerfamilies andthe Reedfamily. In going Westthey took a
little-used, supposedlyshorter route, but it proved arduousand they were
delayed.They sufferedseverelyandill feelingsin the party arosewhenthey
reachedwhat is today DonnerLake in SierraNevada.ln October1846 they
pausedto recovertheir strength,and early snow caughtand trappedthem.
Many of the emigrantsdied. Finally, expeditionsfrom the Sacramentowalley
made their way through the snowdrifts to rescue the hungermaddened
migrants.Only abouthalf of the original partyreachedCalifornia.

Adaptedversion.Original source:The ColumbiaElectronicEncyclopedia,
http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/donpenty. htmlUniversity
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The great improvementin transportationfacilities was an important
stimulusto westernprosperity.In this perioda nationalnetworkof roads
and canalswas built, and the first steam railroad was openedin
Baltimore, Maryland. From 1850 to 1857 the AppalachianMountain
barrier was pierced by five railway trunk lines. In those days, the
Industrial RevolutionhadreachedAmerica.By the 1850s,factorieshad
been producing rubber goods, shoes,sewing machines,clothes, guns
andfarmimplements.

Donner Party: Did Theyor Di d Théyt?
by Gabrielle Burton, The Huffington Post, 17 June 2010

Humanflesh on the menufor the DonnerPartyor not? Thatburningquestionis
backin the newsagain.

Americanshave a hard time rememberindastw e e lcréok or celebrity, but
we seemto havelasting fascinationwith the ill -fated pioneerparty from 164
years ago. Well, at leastthe cannibalpart. | t dne of our sharedcultural
memories,a sourceof bad macabrejokes, that the Donner Party of 1846,
trappedby early snowsin the Sierra Nevadasfor four months, turned to
cannibalisnto survive.

But did they?

Newsreportsof a studyby a teamof biological anthropologistat Appalachian
State University are creatinga stir. Analysesof bone remainsfound at the
Alder Creek Donner campsitein 20032004 digs show no evidence of

cannibalismIn 2006,a preliminaryreportof this samestudy createda similar

stir.

Becausel 6 publishedtwo books on the Donner Party in the last year (a
memoirSearchingor TamserDonner, anda novelin TamserD 0 n n eoic&
Impatientwith Desire, | 6 keendelugedwith email links to newspaperTV,
andonlineaccount®fthel n & w n d Mastgrevariationsof:

NewstudysaysDonnerPartyd i deat@achother!

THE STUDY DOESNOT SAY THIS.

It says that, by using modern technological methods, researchershave
identified bonefragmentwf cattle,horse deer,anddog, butno humanbone
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fragmentsT h e yndtsagingcannibalismd i dhagpénthere,t h e wayings
they h a v efsuddtany PHYSICAL evidenceof cannibalism,they h a v ¢
foundevidencesofar thatconfirmscannibalism.

Maybethey w o névarfind physicalevidenceat Alder Creekwhere Tamsen
and Georg Donnerwere, but certainly cannibalismoccurredat one, two, or
three of the campsitesand in the open mountainson escapeand rescue
attempts Crediblerescuersnrote aboutandtestified to seeingevidenceat the
camps;membersf the partywrote andspokeaboultit atthetime andlater.We
may nevergetarcheologicakvidencebutt h e plenty af historicalevidence.

At the endof February, 1847, trappednearlyfour months,Patrick Breenwrote
in hisdiary:

Mrs. Murphy said hereyesterdaythat thoughtshewould commencen Milt &

eat him. | d o ntlBirtk she has done so yet, it is distressing.The Donnos
{Donners}told the California folks (the 1strescue,a group too small to take
everyoneout) thattheycommenceo eatthe deadpeople4 daysago,if theydid
not succeedhat day or nextin finding their cattlethenundertenor twelvefeet
of snowé& did not knowspotor nearit, | supposeheyhavedoneso ere this
time.

| 6 \alevays felt that people make too much of the cannibalism, while
simultaneouslynot really getting it. The idea of cannibalismmay be so
emotionallyladenthat peopleautomaticallylayer their own fearsandrevulsion
on it, but rationally, cannibalismwas a terrible yet natural progressionfor
membersof the DonnerParty in their determinationto keepthemselvesand
their familiesalive.

After 160 plus years,bonefragmentsof cattleand otheranimalswerethereto

be foundin the archeologicaldigs becausehoseboneshad beencookedlong

periodsof time to makethem edible. The hardfactsarethat, afterthe Donners
atethe cattleflesh, they scrapedhe hair off the hides,cut theminto strips,and
boiled them into a gluey pulp. Then they boiled and burned the bones,
crumblingtheminto bits to eat. Theyatemice, petdogs,shoelaces.until there
wasnothingleft butdeadbodies.

Any cannibalismat the campswould have occurredat the very end of the
p i o n entrapmeahtandwould havelastedonly a shortperiodof timed until

rescueor death,whichevercamefirst. Becausehe periodwasshort,the energy
flagging, and the supply of deadhumansplentiful, the evenharderfact is that
i t Kighly unlikely that humanswould have been processedthe way the
animalshadbeen.Only the fleshwould havebeencooked notthe bonesSince
uncookedbonedisintegratesjuickly in acidic soil, the absencef humanbones

may meanonly thattheyw e r aheréte befoundin thedigs.
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Then why theseheadlines:Donnerseat dog but not people...?Although the
scientistsa r edfafiningt h e ypfoweetherewas no cannibalism,reporters
arewriting on deadlinewith pressurdo grabthe attentionof a mediasaturated
public.

| havea soft spotfor the reporters.A lot of scientific writing is tediousand
boringd i t thad precisionthing. In my early years married to a research
scientist, | tried in vain to perk up his papersby eliminating all his pesky
qualifier®d maybe,perhapstheoretically...Not only was| unableto convince
him to streamlinehis writing; somehow,slowly, sneakily, he taught me an
appreciatiorof the precisionsciencerequiresin its methodsandlanguage.

But noneof this IS THE ISSUE. For peoplenearly unshockablew e 6a b#
obsessedby cannibalism. t grastically a shivery parlor game:Would YOU
eathumanflesh?Grossssssss.

He r &éhérealissueandi t dyasnaticand shivery enough.The story of the
Donner Party is a HUMAN story of peoplewho suffered greatly and tried
mightily to survive.A storyof peoplefor whomthe Americandrean®d heading
westfor a betterlifed turnednightmare A story of peoplewho paid partof the
heavypriceto openup this country.

Of the 81 pioneerdrappedin the mountainsa little over half survived.Evenif
it were provablethat no oneeverturnedto cannibalismwhy do peopletoday
caresomuchwhethertheydidord i d tf theéyd i daartnibalizewould that
makethembetterpeople?Or just fewersurvivors?

Source:http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gabrielle
burton/donnesparty-did-theyor_b_541658.htm

The first great wave of immigration from Asia was brought by the
building of TranscontinentaRailroadandalsoby CaliforniaGold Rush.
California Gold Rush startedafter JamesW. Marshall discoveredgold
in 1848in the AmericanRiveratS u t tMillrimdC®loma,California,in
thefoothills of the SierraNevadaNot long after,gold wasdiscoveredn
the Featherand Trinity Rivers, also located northeastof Sacramento.
The first peopleto rush the gold fields were those alreadyliving in
California, but asword slowly got out, peoplefrom other partsof the
United Statesas well as from foreign countries(Mexico, Chile, Peru,
Pacific Islands,Australia, New Zealand,Chinaandother partsof Asia,
and somefrom Europe,mainly France)arrived. It is estimatedthat by
1855s0me300,000peoplehadstreamednto Californiahopingto strike

39



it rich. The porttown of SanFranciscoventfrom a populationof about
1,000in 1848to becomethe eighthlargestcity in the U.S.in 1890, with
a populationof almost300,000.Severaldecadedater, a similar gold
rush broke out in the Klondike region. The Klondike Gold Rush
consistedf the arrival of prospectorgo the Klondike regionof Canada
aswell asAlaska.Over 100000 peoplesetout on the yearlong journey
to Klondike, with lessthan one third ever finishing it. Only a small
percentagef the prospector$oundgold andtherushwassoonover.

Popularattentionis focusedon the WesternUnited Statesin the second
half of the 19th century,a periodcommonlycalledthe Old West or the
Wild West A morecomplexterm, however,is the American Frontier
coveringthe geographyhistory, folklore, andcultural expressiorof life
of American expansionsince first English colonial settlementsuntill
admissionof the last mainlandterritories as statesin 1912. The term
Wild West frequently exaggerateghe romanceand violence of the
periodandis easilyassociatedvith Indianwars,cowboys,wagontrains,
saloonsandbanditry.

SundanceKid Biography
Thief (1867- 1908

Sundance&id wasan Americancriminal bestknown for his train robberiesand
bankheistswith theWild Bunchgangin thelate 1890sandearly 1900s.
Synopsis

American criminal SundanceKid, originally namedHarry Longabaughwas
born in 1867 in Mont Clare, PennsylvaniaAt age 15, he headedwest and
receivedhis nicknamewhen was arrestedfor stealinga horsein Sundance
Wyoming. After a coupleof yearsin jail, SundanceKid resumeda careerin
crime, robbing trains and banks. Named the Wild Bunch, he and his
conspiratorswent on the longestcrime spreein the history of the American
West. SundanceKid eventuallyfled to SouthAmericawherehe continuedhis
life of crime. Historiansdisagreeon his deathwith someciting a shootoutin
Bolivia on November3, 1908 while otherssuggesthe returnedto the U.S.
underthe nameWilliam Long andlived thereuntil 1936.
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Early Years

Harry Alonzo Longabaugiwasbornin 1867in Mont Clare, PennsylvaniaHe
wasconsideredhefastestgunslingerin the Wild Bunch,a well-known gangof
robbersandcattlerustlersthatroamedhe AmericanWestduringthe 1880sand
1890s.

Longabaughwasjust 15 when he left homefor good. He took his nickname
from the Wyoming town of Sundancewherehe wasarrestedor the only time

in his life after stealinga horse.For the crime, Sundanceservednearly two

yearsin jail. Uponhisreleasdn 1889,he attemptedo createan honestife for

himselfasa cowboy.

The Wild Bunch

By the early 1890s, Sundancewas back to being an outlaw. Authorities
fingeredhim for a train robberyin 1892,andfive yearslater for a bank heist
thathe pulled off with a groupthatcameto be known asthe Wild Bunch.The
gang largely consistedof Robert Parker (aka Butch Cassidy),Harry Tracy

( AELay 89n Kilpatrick (the i T aTl & x aand Harvey Logan ( A K|i

C u r r Twogetherthegroupembarkedn thelongeststretchof successfutrain
andbankrobberiedn thehistory of the AmericanWest.

Amongthe men,Sundancevasconsideredo be the fastestgunslinger though
historical evidenceindicateshe neverkilled anyoneduring the Wild Bu n ¢
run. The g a n plBbsrieswere scatteredaroundpartsof South Dakota, New
Mexico, NevadaandWyoming. Betweenrobberiesthe menhid out at Hole-in-
theWall Pass,locatedin JohnsonCounty, Wyoming, where severaloutlaw
gangshadtheir hideouts.

With eachnew robbery,the Wild Bunch becamebetterknown andwell liked
by an Americanpublic eagerto readabouttheir exploits. Their robberiesalso
becamebigger.Oneof the largestwasa $70,000haul from a train just outside
Folsom,New Mexico.

Unableto stop the Wild Bunch, the Union Pacific Railroad hired the famed
PinkertonNational DetectiveAgencyto find and arrestSundanceandthe rest
of the gang.Perhapsensingheir run wasover, Sundanceind Cassidypushed
into South America, first to Argentina,wherethey tried to makeit ashonest
farmers. With the pair was Etta Place, a former prostitutew h o detome
Sundalowere 6 s

Final Years

An honestlife, however,was not a goodfit for either Sundanceor Cassidy.
Beforelong the two werebackto beingoutlaws,robbingbanksandtrainsjust
ast h e goideih the States.
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As the story goes,Cassidyand Sundancdost their lives in a shootoutwith
soldiersin southerrBolivia on November3, 1908,but the truth of theirendhas
never been fully settled. Debate lingers over where and when Sundance
actuallydied.Oneaccountwhich bearssomehistoricalevidencesuggesthe

returnedto the United Statesundera new name William Long, andsettledinto
anew life asa Utahrancher Accordingto the story, he marrieda widow with
six childrenin 1894andlived to beanold man,eventuallydyingin 1936.

Whateverthe true story might be, Sundanceds one of the real legendsof the
American West. In 1969, his life and relationshipwith Butch Cassidywas
turnedinto an Oscarwinning movie, Butch Cassidyand the SundanceKid,
starringPaulNewman(Cassidy)andRobertRedford(Sundance).

Source:http://www.biography.com/people/sundarkid-9499214

Activities

1. Write atravelogudollowing the OregonTrail. Imagineyou takethe
journeyyourselfandfollow the original route.

2. Interview a classmateon his or her mostdramaticor adventurous

experienceandwrite ashortarticle aboutit.

Write abiographyof a personinspiringor interestingto you.

4. Write a blog entry polemisingabouthow a strange,interestingor
mysterious event actually happened,confrorting myth and
evidence.

w
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CIVIL WAR (1861-1865)

By the 1860, the North and the South had developedinto two very
different regions The North was the main centerof manufacturing,
commerceand finance. Principal productsof this areawere textiles,
clothing, machinery, leather, and wooden goods and shipping had
reached the height of its prosperity. The South, resisting
industrialization, manufacturedlittle and that is why, almost all
manufacturedgoods had to be imported. The South was agricultural
areawherethe chief sourceof wealth was the cotton crop, rice, sugar
andtobaccoand also the areawas dependanbn the plantationsystem
andits essentiatomponentslavery

Conflicting interests in
$200 Reward. north and south became

RANAWAY from the subseriber,on the night of rhumi.-., the 30(h of Sepember, appal’ent.The Northerners
HVE "EGRO sl AVES’ declaredthat slgvery was
wholly responsiblefor the
Wigion." 1 s oty o relative backwardnessof
ww the South For capitalism
e . S to develop freely and to
. expand rapidly it was
! = necessary to  abolish
WM. RUSSELL. slavery and to break the
influence of the Southern
planters on politics. In
someareasof the country,
strongoppositionto having
slaves appeared Rhode
Island abolishedslaveryin
1774 and was soon
followed by other states
No. 536, Irox Coiak or PREVENTING THE ESCATE OF SAvES (Vermont, Pennsylvania,
New York, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire,Connecticutand New Jersey). The importation of

To-vit: ane Negro man, his wife,and three children.
ight is fac

d is of good address.
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slavesfrom other countrieswas bannedsoon as well. However, the
selling of slaveswithin the southerrstatescontinued.

The conflict over slavery beganto boil over with the territorial
expansionof the United Stateswestwards.The acquisition of new
territories in 1845 convertedthe moral question of slavery into a
burningpolitical issue.The Northernersvantedall the newterritoriesto
be free, while the Southernersvantedto introduceslaveryinto them.
From the middle 1840s,the issueof slaveryovershadowedcverything
elsein Americanpolitics. In 1852, H. B. Stowewrote an antislavery
novel, Uncle Tom'sCabine It was a sentimentalbut powerful novel,
which convertedmany readergo the abolitionistcause Politically, the
1850scan be characterizeds a decadeof failure in which the nation's
leadersvereunableto resolvethedivisive issueof slavery.

In 1854,a new political party, the RepublicanPartywasfoundedby the
Northerncapitalistsand AbrahamLincoln was a party candidaten the
presidential electionsof 1860 He demanded halt to the spreadof
slavery.He waswilling to tolerateslaveryin the Southerrstateswvereit
already existed, but it was not to spreadinto any new territory. The
Southernslaveholderswho foughtfor an extensionof slavery,strongly
opposedhis policy. The majority in every Southernstatevotedagainst
him, butthe North supportechim andhewon the election.This fact was
viewedby the Southasathreatto slaveryandignitedthewar.

GoneWith the Wind, review: 'sublime’

An epicfrom the goldenageof moviemaking the story
of ScarlettO'HaraandRhettButler sweptthe Oscarsn 1939

Film reviewby SerenaDavies 16 November 2015, The Telegraph

GoneWith the Wind (1939)wasdirectedby Victor Fleming. Starring Clark
Gable,Vivien Leigh, LeslieHoward, Olivia de Havilland.

Gonewith the Wind, MargaretMitchell's Pulitzer Prizewinning novel, is one
of the bestsellerof all time, with atleast28 million copiesandmorethan155

editions having been publishedin nearly every languageand country. Its

immortality has beensecuredby David O. Selznick's1939 film adaptation,
winnerof 11 Oscarsincludingthefirst for ablackactor,Hattie McDaniel.
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It wasalsooneof thefirst majormoviesto be madein splendid(andexpensive)
Technicolor, Gone With the Wind is an epic from the golden age of
moviemaking.Overblownand melodramaticjt somehowachievesmore than
the schmaltzof its parts,thanksto a spiritedmodernheroine the spoilt Scarlett
O'Hara,andits refusalto give usthe neatconclusions/ou'dexpectfrom a 19th
centurysagaof "cottonfieldsandcavaliers".

Scarlettstalksacrossthe vastand aweinspiring canvasof the AmericanCivil
War, backbitingandbetrayingalongthe way, but alwayslighting up the screen
with whatthe mansheis in love with, the wet Ashley Wilkes, describesasher
"passiorfor life".

MGM had taken a risk, plucking Vivien Leigh from relative obscurity
(England) to play the lead in one of the most lavish projects they'd ever
undertaken,but it paid off. Victor Fleming's screenversion of Mitchell's
mediocretale of thwartedlove amidthe ashesf the old Southworkedbecause
Leigh'smercurialbrilliance madeScarlettbelievable Add to thatthecharmand
graceof Olivia de Havilland (the angelic Melanie), Leslie Howard (Ashley)
andthe neverso-divine Clark Gable(the actorwho playedthe noblecadRhett
Butler died on November16th 1960 after shootingthe final scenesof The
Misfits opposite Marilyn Monroe) and the whole thing becamea sublime
excuseo wallow in high passiorfor hourson end(all four of them).

Finally, its mythologisedvision of history, where all Yankeeswere money
grabbing"baddies"andall Southernandownersiceto their slavescanbarely
ring true; nor canits frequentdeclarationof romanticlove. But this is a film
that neverfights shyof c | i cRhtlees,it collectsthemall up in oneglorious
heapso you can cherrypick thosethat appeal After all, tomorrowis another
day.

Source:http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/film/filmreviews/
10765573/Gon&Vith-the-Wind-ilm-review.html

In the three monthsthat followed the electionsof AbrahamLincoln,
seven states secededfrom the Union: South Carolina, Mississippi,
Florida, Alabama,Georgia,Louisianaand Texas.RepresentativeBom
these states quickly establisheda new political organization- the
Confederate States of America and JeffersonDavis was electedthe
president.

The Southerrstatesseizedandoccupiedmostof the federalforts within
their bordersor off their shoresOnly four remainedn the handsof the

45



Union. Fort Sumterin Charlestonharbor was the most important. In

April 1861, general Pierre T. Beauregard(South) demandedmajor
RobertAndersonto surrendethe fort, which wasgarrisonedby federal
troops. When he refusedto comply with this demand,the Southern
rebelsopenedthe fire on Fort Sumter andthe Civil War began.After

34 hoursof bombardmentihe fort wasseverelydamagedind Anderson
wasforcedto surrender.

The peopleof eachsectionenteredthe war with high hopesfor anearly
victory. The Union was strongernot only in population, but also in
industrial resourcesThe 23 statesof the North had about22 million
peoplewhile 11 statesof the Southhadonly alittle morethan9 million
people, including nearly 4 million black slaves. The North had a
tremendousadvantagen industrial developmentmaking almostall of
its war supplies,while the South had to dependon foreign imports.
Similarly, the network of railways in the north contributedto federal
military prospects.On the other hand, the Confederateshad the
advantageof fighting on their home territory, and their morale was
excellent. They also had superbsoldiersand generals but the Union
forcesgreatlyoutnumberedhem.

In spite of all advantages.the g5 !
North was not very successfulat | & Comest eamio St of i ]
first. The generals of the e
Confederacy were much more
ablethanthoseof the Union. The
unity of purposemadethe South
very strong enemy and the [ |
Confederatesvon somevictories | ..o
in the early part of the war. A
military turning point of the war

came in 1863, when Southern | s
general Robert E. Lee marched 1
north into Pennsylvania,and at

Gettysburg he met the Union

army. The largest battle ever | . - J
fought on American soil ensued. 13" Amendmento the U.S.
After threedays,the Confederates  constitution:Abolition of Slavery
weredefeated. (1865)
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In 1864, AbrahamLincoln at last found a capablegeneralUlyssessS.
Grantand madehim a commanderof all the Union forces. Although
therewas no doubtaboutthe victory of the North, the Southfought on
till complete exhaustion. Richmong the capital of the Southern
Confederacywascapturedon April 1, 1865.Finally, on April 9 the end
of the war came,when GenerallLee surrenderedo GeneralGrant at
AppomattoxCourt House Five days later, on April 14, Lincoln was
assassinatethy the actor John Wilkes Booth. After this conflict the
Southwas devastatedand subjectedto military occupation.The Civil

War was the most traumaticepisodein American history. It hasbeen
estimatedhat120,000menwerekilled in actionduringthe conflict, and
further 64,000 died of their wounds. More than 186,000 died of a
variety of different illnesses.Even today, the scarshave not entirely
healed.In generalhowever,it can be said that the war resolvedtwo

fundamentalhuestionghat had divided the United Statessince1776.1t

put an endto slavery,which was completelyabolishedin 1865 by the
13" Amendmentto the Constitution,and it also decidedthat America
wasnota collectionof stateshuta singleindivisible nation.

13th Amendmentto the U.S. Constitution:
Abolition of Slavery (1865)

AMENDMENT Xl
Sectionl.

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude,exceptas a punishmentfor crime
whereofthe party shall havebeenduly convicted,shall existwithin the United
Statespr anyplacesubjectto theirjurisdiction.

Section2.
Congresshallhavepowerto enforcethis article by appropriatdegislation.
Passedy Congresslanuary31,1865.RatifiedDecembes, 1865.

Note: A portion of Article 1V, section2, of the Constitutionwas supersededby
the13thamendment.

Source:http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.fh
flash=true&doc=408&page=transcript

(=)
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Activities

1.

Think of all the differencesbetweenthe Southandthe North in the
time of the Civil War (mentality, industry, way of living) and
discuss them.

Find more information on the internetand write a report from a
Civil War battlefield (e.g. Fort Sumter, Gettysburg, Richmond
captureetc.).

Write anobituaryannouncinghe deathof AbrahamLincoln.
Write areviewon abookor amoviedealingwith slavery.
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FROM RECONSTRUCTION TO
DEPRESSION

Period of Reconstruction

Thewar wasfollowed by the periodof Reconstructionwhich lastedfor
twelve years(18651877). The characteristideatureof this period was
anenormouseconomicgrowth, which madethe United Stateshe most
powerful nationin the world. The country becamea leadingindustrial
power.Thereweregreatfactories,steelmills, flourishing cities andvast
agriculturalholdings. The first transcontinentatailroad was completed
in 1869, andby 1900, the United Staes had more railroadsthanall of
Europe.The industries,suchas petroleum,steeland textile, prospered.
Americansmadeuse of a seriesof inventions:the telephonethe light
bulb, the phonograph.In Chicago, architect Louis Sullivan used
steelframeconstructiorto developthefirst skyscraper

In 1866 the Russiangovernmentoffered |
to sell the territory of Alaska to the
United States Secretaryof StateWilliam

H. Seward,enthusiasticabout American
expansionnegotiatedhe deal.On March
30, 1867,the two partiesagreedthat the
United States would pay Russia $7.2
million for the territory of Alaska.
Opponents of the Alaska Purchase
persistedin calling it Se wa fFalp &

S e w a rlcgbsuntil 1896, when the
great Klondike Gold Strike convinced
everybody that Alaska was a valuable TheRryssiarexchangeopyof
additionto Americanterritory. the Treatyof Cession

{ 50. g
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During this periodareal progressn thefield of democracywasmadeas
well. The Blackswere given the right to vote, and someof themwere
electednot only to variousstatelegislaturesn the South,but alsoto the
U.S. Congress.While being in theseposts,they introduceda lot of
legislation beneficial to the common people. However, in 1866, the
Southernplantersfoundeda secretorganizationthe Ku Klux Klan, as
an instrumentof terror againstthe Blacks. Most of the leaderswere
former membersof the ConfederateArmy. During the next years
Klansmenwearing masks, tortured and killed black Americansand
sympatheticwhites. Immigrants,who they blamedfor the election of
RadicalRepublicangthey tried to protectcivil rights of the blacksand
bring theminto the mainstreanof an Americanlife), becamealsotheir
targets.

In 1868, the 14" Amendment to the United StatesConstitutionwas
ratified. It grantscitizenshipto all personsborn or naturalizedin the
United States,which included former slaveswho had just beenfreed.
Known asthe ReconstructiorAmendmentit forbids any stateto deny
any personlife, liberty or property, without due processof law or to
denyto any personwithin its jurisdiction the equal protection of its
laws Reconstructiorcameto an endin 1877, when new constitutions
had beenratified in all Southernstatesand all federal troops were
withdrawnfrom the areaof thesestates.

14th Amendmentto the U.S. Constitution:
Civil Rights (1868)

AMENDMENT XIV

Sectionl.

All personsborn or naturalizedin the United States,and subjectto the
jurisdiction thereof,are citizensof the United Statesand of the Statewherein
they reside.No Stateshall make or enforceany law which shall abridgethe
privilegesor immunities of citizensof the United States;nor shall any State
depriveany personof life, liberty, or property,without due procesf law; nor
denyto anypersorwithin its jurisdictionthe equalprotectionof the laws.
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Section?2.

Representativeshall be apportionedamongthe severalStatesaccordingto
their respectivenumbers countingthe whole numberof personsgn eachState,
excludinglndiansnot taxed.But whentheright to vote atany electionfor the

choice of electorsfor Presidentand Vice-Presidentof the United States,
Representativein Congressthe Executiveand Judicial officers of a State,or

themembersf the Legislaturethereof,is deniedto any of the maleinhabitants
of suchState beingtwenty-oneyearsof age,andcitizensof the United States,
or in anyway abridged exceptfor participationin rebellion,or othercrime,the

basisof representatiortherein shall be reducedin the proportion which the

numberof suchmale citizensshall bearto the whole numberof male citizens
twenty-oneyearsof agein suchState.

Section3.

No personshall be a Senatoror Representativen Congress,or elector of
Presidentand Vice-Presidentor hold any office, civil or military, underthe
United States,or underany State,who, having previouslytakenan oath,as a
memberof Congresspr asan officer of the United States,or asa memberof
any Statelegislature,or as an executiveor judicial officer of any State,to
supportthe Constitutionof the United Statesshallhaveengagedn insurrection
or rebellion againstthe same,or given aid or comfort to the enemieshereof.
But Congressmay by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such
disability.

Sectiord.

The validity of the public debt of the United States,authorizedby law,
including debtsincurredfor paymentof pensionsand bountiesfor servicesin
suppressingnsurrectionor rebellion, shall not be questionedBut neitherthe
United Statesnor any Stateshallassumeor pay any debtor obligationincurred
in aid of insurrectionor rebellionagainsthe United Statespr any claim for the
loss or emancipatiorof any slave;but all suchdebts,obligationsand claims
shallbeheldillegal andvoid.

Sectionb.

The Congressshall havethe powerto enforce,by appropriatelegislation,the
provisionsof this article.

Source:http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=43&page=transc
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First half of the 20th century

Despite ConstitutionalguaranteesSouthernblacks were now second
classcitizensandwere subordinatedo the whites,thoughthey still had
limited civil rights.In 1896,the United StatesSupremeCourtruledthat
the Constitution permitted separatefacilities and servicesfor the two
racessolong asthesefacilities andserviceswvereequal.Promptlythere
weresetseparatebut unequafacilities for the blacks.

Laws enforced strict ‘F_
segregation in public ;\ N0 HEXICANS
S i

transportation, schools, T,

sports, and even . REST ROOMS
cemeteries. Poll taxes e °°'-°~R.ED

L&N v

[

NEGRDES

IMPERIAL
LAUNDRY CO.

WE WASH FOR

were enacted,in order L WHITE PEOPLE ONLY
to exclude the blacks COLORED
and poor whites from SEATED IN REAR

voting. Often, the E———
Blacks accused of | o
minor crimes were
sentencedo hard labor
and violence was e :
perpetratedagainstthem. AIthough blackswerelegally free, they were
still treatedvery muchlike slaves.

During this period, the United Stateswas becomingthe world's leading
industrial power. The Panama Canal was built in 1904 - 14, and it
increasedhe U.S.influencein CentralAmerica.

" DRINKING FOUNTAIN

SHOWERS

WHITE COLORED

ACP Reaffirms Its Commitment to PanamaCanal Expansion
PressRelease
PanamdCity, PanamaJanuan?, 2014

The PanamaCanal Authority (ACP) reaffirms its commitmento successfully
completethe ExpansionProgramto fulfill its objectiveof offeringa newerato
world maritimecommerce.
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https://micanaldepanama.com/expansion/category/comunicados/

fi F ehe PanamaCanalit is of utmostimportancethat the ExpansionProgram
is completedto better serve the international maritime community and its
c u st o sa@PamgméCanalAdministrationJorgel. Quijano.

ACP categoricallyrejectsthe pressuredy contractorGrupoUnidosdel Canal,
S.A. (GUPCSA)in recentstatementswhich sole purposeareto force the ACP
to negotiateoutside the terms establishedn the contractfor the new locks
alleging over costsand demandingo be providedadditionalfundsfrom those
agreedin the contract. GUPCSAIis the contractorin chargeof the new locks
project,oneof thecomponent®f the overallPanamaCanalExpansion.

To date, the contractorhas not followed the claims and conflict resolution
processesstablishedh the contractto supportthe claims.

fi N matterwhattype of pressuras exercisechgainsthe ACP, we maintainour
requesthat GUPCSArespectghe contractthattheyacceptedands i g nsaid
Quijano.

According to the contract,the intentionto suspendhe works doesnot imply

the terminationor abandonmenof the projectby the internationalconsortium,
formedby the compairies SacyrVallehermosoS.A (Spain),Impregilo, S.p.A.
(Italy), Jande Nul Group (Belgium) and ConstructoralrbanaS.A. (CUSA)

(Panama).

The ACP reiteratedthat the only channelsto processclaims are clearly
establishedn the contract. A third party decidestwo of the three methods
establishedin the contract for the resolution of claims. These contractual
clausesvereacceptedy GUPCSAuponsignatureof the contract.

The ACP alsotruststhatthe contractoris ableto comply with thetermsagreed
upon under contract. The contract includes guaranteesthat will allow
completingthe new locks. With 65% completion,the newlocks projectis at a
stagethatthe constructionrmay be completedwith the mechanisméncludedin
thecontract,f needed.

Overall, the ExpansionProgramis 72% complete. GUPCSA has previously
indicate that instead of finishing construction October 2014, as originally
establishedhn the contractthe newlockswill befinishedJune2015.
The PanamaCanal Authority (ACP) is the autonomousagency of the
Governmenbf Panamdn chargeof managingoperatingand maintainingthe
PanamaCanal.
Januang, 2014

Source: PanamaCanalExpansion

https://micanaldepanama.com/expansion/2014/0tfagffirmsits-
commitmento-panamacanalexpansion/
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After the First World War the Unites Stateswere in an evenstronger
economicposition. The war disturbedthe economiesof its European
rivals and U.S. companieswere able to capturemarkets,which had
previously beensuppliedby countrieslike Britain and Germany.U.S.

companiesalso beganto makefull use of massproduction.However,
unrestrainedeconomicgrowth createdmany seriousproblems.Some
businessesdbecametoo big and powerful. The United States Steel
Corporation,formedin 1901, wasthe largestcorporationin the world.

Suchgiantenterprisesould produceandsell goodscheaply,but on the
otherhandthey couldalsodestroysmallercompetitors.

The periodof 1922to 1933in the USA wasfamousfor prohibition, a
periodduringwhich the productionandsaleof alcoholicbeveragesvere
illegal. Initially, it wassupposedo lower crime and corruption,reduce
socialproblems|ower taxesneededo supportprisonsand poorhouses,
and improve health and hygienein America. Instead,illegal alcohol
becamemore dangerouso consumeprganizedcrime flourished,courts
and prisons becameoverloaded,and corruption of police and public
officials worsened. The roots of
prohibitionwentbakto the early 1900s WANTED
where there was a temperance \ s
movement originating in the public
toward prohibition of alcohol. The
movement was supported by rural
Protestants, Anti-Saloon League, :
Democraticand Republicanpartiesand $10.000 REWARD

Wo ma IChistianTemperancé&nion. ALPHONSE GABRIEL CAPONE
Many women became active in e e

supporting prohibition believing it L.EDGAR HOOVER.DIRECTOR

would protectfamilies,womenandchildrenfrom the effectsof abuseof
alcohol. Prohibition began on January 16, 1920, when the 18th
Amendmento the Constitutionwentinto effect. Eventhoughthe saleof
alcohol was illegal, alcoholic drinks were still widely available at
speakeasiefa saloonor nightclubselling alcoholicbeveragedlegally)
andotherundergroundirinking establishments.

Large quantitiesof alcohol were smuggledin from Canada,overland
andvia the GreatLakes.In addition,the Prohibitioneraencouragedhe
rise of criminal activity, especiallyorganizedcrime (gangsterisnj often
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associatedwith bootlegging. The most notorious example was the
Chicago gangsterAl Capone,who earneda staggering$60 million

annually from bootleg operations and speakeasies.Support for

prohibition was waning by the end of the 1920sand with the country
caughtin the GreatDepressiongreatingjobs andrevenueby legalizing
theliquor industryhadan undeniableappeal Franklin D. Rooseveltran
for presidentin the 1932 election and his victory meantthe end for

prohibition. In February1933 Congressadopteda resolutionproposing
a 21st Amendmentto the Constitution that would repeal the 18th
Amendement.

Solving Scarface
How the Law Finally Caught Up With Al Capone

In thefir o atr v e iyt he eiled, ap empire of crime in the Windy City:
gambling, prostitution, bootlegging, bribery, narcotics trafficking, robbery,
i pr ot eacketsamdmarder.And it seemedhatlaw enforcement o u |
touchhim.

The early Bureauwould have beenhappyto join the fight to take Capone
down.But we neededa federalcrimeto hangour caseond andthe evidenceto
backit up.

In thosedays,racketeerindawsw e r emhalthey aretoday.We d i dhavet
jurisdiction over prohibition violations; that fell to the Bureauof Prohibition.
Evenwhenit waswidely rumoredthat Caponehadorderedthe brutal murders
of sevenganglandrivals in the infamousi SY al e n DdyNMa 6 s awer
c o u | ggtmvolived. Why? Thekillings w e r eafedetaloffense.

Then,in 1929,we gotabreak.

On February27, Caponewas subpoenaedt his winter home near Miami,
Florida,to appeaasa witnessbeforea federalgrandjury in Chicagoon March
12for acasenvolving aviolation of prohibitionlaws.

Caponesaid he ¢ o u | rdahkedt.t His excuse™e claimedh e ®deknlaid up
with bronchepneumonidor six weeksandwasin no shapeto travel.

T h a wherswe got involved. We were askedby U.S. Attorneysto find out
whetherCaponewvason thelevel. Our agentsventto Floridaandquickly found
thatC a p o stayals dholdvater.Whenhewassupposedlypedridden,
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Caponewas out and about i going to the race tracks, taking trips to the
Bahanas,evenbeingquestionedy local prosecutorsAnd by all accountshis
healthwasjustfine.

On March 27, 1929, Caponewas cited for contemptof courtin Chicagoand
arrestedn Florida.He wasreleasean bond,but from thereon, it wasdownhill
for thenotoriousgangster:

1 Lessthantwo monthslater, Caponewasarrestedn Philadelphiaby local
policefor carryingconcealedveaponsandwassentto jail for ayear.

1  Whenhe wasreleasedn 1931, Caponewas tried and convictedfor the
original contemptof court charge.A federaljudge sentencedim to six
monthsin prison.

1 In themeantimefederalTreasuryagentshad beengatheringevidencethat
Caponehadfailed to pay his incometaxes.Caponewasconvicted,andon
October24,1931,wassentencedo 11 yearsin prison.Whenhefinally got
out of Alcatraz,Caponewastoo sick to carry on his life of crime.He died
in 1947.

In theend, it took ateamof federal,state,andlocal authoritiestoendC a p o 1
reignasunderworldboss.

Source:https://archives.fbi.gov/archives/new

s/

stories/2005/march/capone_0328

Great Depressionand New Deal

Americans developeda tendencyto invest savings and earningsin
speculativeventures Oneway of making moneyduring the 1920swas
to buy stocksand sharesPricesof thesestocksand sharesconstantly
went up, so investorskept themfor a shortterm period and then sold
them at a good profit. On October29, 1929 (the Black Tuesday)the
Stock Market crashed It hadlost 47 percentof its valuein twenty-six
days.Although lessthan one percentof the American peopleactually
possessedtocksand sharesthe Wall Street Crash was to have an
enormousmpacton the whole population.Businesshouse<losedtheir
doors,factoriesshutdownandbanksfailed. By 1932approximatelyone
out of every four Americans was unemployed.The big disparity
betweenthe country'sproductivecapacityand the ability of peopleto
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consumewas the core of the problem. The Great Crash was the
beginningof a deep worldwide economiccrisis- the GreatDepression.

Unemployednenqueuedutsidea  TheGreatDepressioraffectedfamilies
depressiorsoupkitchenopenedn to thecore.Hopelessituation
Chicagoby Al Capone. demandedhopelessolutions.Suicide
andcrimebecamehe only optionfor
manywhohadlost everything.

Soon after he was electedas a president,Franklin Delano Roosevelt
introduceda seriesof measures;alledthe New Deal. The mainideasof

the New Deal were recovery from the economic depressionand

stabilizationof the nationaleconomyto preventsevereeconomiccrises
in the future. Under the New Deal industrial enterprisesand farmers
were given subsidiesto be able to restrict their production, farm

surpluseswere purchasedby the Governmentand banks received
governmentsupporttoo. Within three months, the historic Hundred
Days Rooseveltenacteda number of laws to help the economyto

recover.New jobs were createdby the constructionof roads,airports,
bridges, and public buildings. The program reduced unemployment
from 17 million to 8 million. In addition,the New Deal also included
socialandlaborlegislation.

The cornerstonef the New Deal wasthe Social Security Act of 1935.
It createda systemof insurancefor the aged,disabledandunemployed.
The system was based on employer and employee contributions.
Rooseveltalso bannedunfair employer practicesand protectedthe
w o r k rght ® Eollectivebargaining ThesemeasuresnadeRoosevelt
extremely popular. He was the only American presidentwho served
three terms and was elected to a fourth. Although the economy
improved, the Roosevelt'sNew Deal programs did not end the
Depression.

57

































































































































