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0 

       INTRODUCTION  
 

 

The textbook is intended for all those, who are interested and would like 

to discover more about history and political system of the USA. The 

target group are mainly the students of journalism but the texts may 

serve as an additional material for anyone who wants to broaden his 

knowledge of the English language or facts about the USA.  

The chapters chronologically follow particular historical periods from 

the discovery of the new continent up to the most present history and the 

final chapter is dedicated to the political system of the USA. Also, the 

chapters follow similar structure: they consist of an explanatory text 

supplemented by revision activities provided at the end of each chapter 

and related authentic texts of various kinds: historical documents, news 

reports, letters, constitutional amendments, press releases, press 

conference transcripts, senate resolutions, court appeals, blogs, reviews, 

biographies and many more.  

There are several reasons for providing the authentic texts in the 

textbook. They were primarily chosen to supplement or enrich the 

information about a certain historical period, event or phenomenon. 

Secondly, they serve an example of various styles of authentic writing 

and help the students of Journalism understand the way the texts are 

written in English. And finally, they may serve also a background for 

both individual and class activities. 
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1  

       DISCOVERY AND FIRST SETTLEMENT  
 

 

Leif  Ericson was an Icelandic explorer and he is thought to be the first 

European visitor to North America, in approximately 11th century (500 

years before Christopher Columbus). According to the Sagas, he was 

converted to Christianity in Norway in around 1000 by Olaf I, who sent 

him to Greenland to convert the settlers there. However, on his voyage 

to Greenland he sailed off-course and arrived in a place he called 

Vinland (because of the grapes growing there, and the general fertility  

of the land). With a group of Vikings he established a Norse settlement 

at Vinland. The precise identity of Vinland remains uncertain; however, 

after discovering ruins of a Viking-type settlement, it is now commonly 

identified with the Norse L'Anse aux Meadows in Newfoundland, 

modern-day Canada. Ericson may also have visited Nova Scotia and 

New England, but he failed to establish any permanent settlement there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The knowledge of the Vikings was not accesible to the Europeans. After 

Constantinopole and the trade routes were taken by the Turks, Europe 

was seeking for the new access to Indies. And so, five hundred years 

after Ericson, the need for increased trade and error in navigation led 

 
First voyage of C. Columbus. Modern place names are shown 

in bold and Columbus's place names are shown in italics. 
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Christopher Columbus to land in the new continent (New World). 

Columbus was an Italian sailor and traveller sailing for Ferdinand and 

Isabella - the King and Queen of Spain. On the 3 August 1492 he set sail 

from Palos, Spain with three ships: the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa 

Maria. He wanted to find a new route to the Far East. In India, China 

and Japan he could get valuable silks, spices, precious stones and china. 

He knew the world was round and believed that by sailing 

approximately 6,500 km west from Europe (instead of passing the coast 

of Africa) he could reach the Far East. On the 12 October 1492 he 

reached San Salvador, a small island in the Bahamas in the Caribbean 

Sea and later he landed also in present Cuba. He thought he had 

discovered a new way to Indies. He never knew he had discovered a 

new continent.  

The first explorer to realize that a new continent (New World) was 

discovered by the Europeans was another Italian, Amerigo Vespucci, 

and in 1507 the continent was named after him: America. Further  

exploration includes Italian navigator and explorer Giovanni Caboto 

(known in English as John Cabot) who helped to open the European era 

of exploration and colonial expansion. He was sailing in the service of 

Henry VII  of England, and he reached the North American mainland 

(present Newfoundland) in 1497. On the basis of his voyage, England 

later claimed the entire North America. Pedro Ćlvares Cabral reached 

Brazil and claimed it for Portugal; Jacques Cartier, a French explorer of 

Breton origin, claimed what is now Canada for France. 

The New World, however, had been inhabited long before the arrival of 

European navigators. Estimates of the number of first inhabitants living 

in what is now the United States at the onset of European colonization 

range from 2 to 18 million. This number was, however, radically 

reduced after the arrival of European settlers, because the Indians (as 

Columbus named them) lacked natural immunity to European diseases. 

Smallpox, in particular, ravaged whole communities. The Indians 

received the first Europeans in a friendly manner, taught them how to 

cultivate crops such as tobacco and corn, but they received brutal 

treatment in return. Settlers invaded Indian's agriculture lands and 

changed the natural environment drastically. Settlers bought up lands 

and valuable furs from the Indians at trifling  prices, seized Indian lands 

through war and threats, cut their forests and built big cities. That 
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caused the fact, that later the white men became unwanted trespassers to 

the Indians.  

The word Indian may even nowadays cause difficulties, since it denotes 

both Native American as well as a person from India. There are attempts 

to differenciate them: East Indians (India) and West Indians (America), 

but the term West Indian denotes however somebody coming from the 

West Indies (islands by the American coastline). Red Indian is 

pejorative, so most commonly used names are American Indians, Native 

Americans, Amerindians, first nations, aboriginal or idigenous people. 

Some countries of the American continent have still sizeable population 

of Indians: Belize, Bolivia, Chile, Greenland, Mexico and Peru and at 

least a thousand different indigenous languages are spoken in the area. 

Some California and Southwestern tribes, such as the Kumeyaay, 

Cocopa, Pascua Yaqui and Apache span both sides of the US ï Mexican 

border. Haudenosaunee people, for example, have the legal right to 

freely cross the US ï Canadian border. There are some other tribes, such 

as Huron, Blackfeet, Lenape, Penobscot, Athabascan or I¶upiat to 

mention some, who live in both Canada and the US. 

  

 

The True Story of Pocahontas as NOT told by Disney  

by M. R. Reese 

 

Most people are familiar with the story of Pocahontas ï the Native American 

princess who fell in love with Englishman John Smith during the height of 

conflict between the English settlers and the indigenous people of the 

Americas. In 1995, Disney released an artistically beautiful animated film 

showing the supposed events that unfolded between John Smith and 

Pocahontas. Although Disney is known for creating fictional tales, many people 

believed that Disneyôs account of the life of Pocahontas was a true reflection of 

past events: the love between Pocahontas and John Smith, the bravery 

Pocahontas showed when saving John Smithôs life, and the tragic ending when 

John Smith returned to England for medical treatment. However, this depiction 

is a far departure from the actual events that occurred, and from the real life of 

Pocahontas. 

It is believed that Pocahontas was born around 1595 to a Powhatan chief. Her 

given name at birth was Matoaka, although she was sometimes called 

Amonute. ñPocahontasò was a derogatory nickname meaning ñspoiled childò or 
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 ñnaughty one.ò Matoakaôs tribe was a part of a group of about thirty 

Algonquian-speaking tribes located in Tidewater, Virginia.  

During Matoakaôs childhood, the English had arrived in the óNew Worldô and 

clashes between the colonizers and the Native Americans were commonplace. 

In 1607, John Smith, an Admiral of New England and an English soldier and 

explorer, arrived in Virginia by ship, with a group of about 100 other settlers. 

One day, while exploring the Chickahominy River, John Smith was captured by 

one of Powhatanôs hunting parties. He was brought to Powhatan's home at 

Werowocomoco. The accounts of what happened next vary from source to 

source. In John Smithôs original writing, he told of having a large feast, after 

which he sat and spoke with Chief Powhatan. In a letter written to Queen Anne, 

John Smith told the story of Matoaka throwing herself across his body to 

protect him from execution at the hands of Powhatan. It is believed that John 

Smith was a pretentious man who told this lie to gain notoriety. In the Disney 

version, Matoaka/Pocahontas is depicted as a young woman when she saved 

John Smith, but by his accounts, she was only a 10-year-old child when these 

events occurred, and therefore highly unlikely that there was any romance 

between them. 

Matoaka often visited the settlement at Jamestown to help the settlers during 

times when food was in short supply. On 13th April,  1613 AD, during one of 

these visits, Samuel Argall captured Matoaka to ransom her for some English 

prisoners held by her father. She was held hostage at Jamestown for over a 

year. During her captivity, tobacco planter John Rolfe took a óspecial interestô 

in the attractive young prisoner, and he eventually conditioned her release upon 

her agreeing to marry him. Matoaka was baptized óRebeccaô and in 1614, she 

married John Rolfe - the first recorded marriage between a European and a 

Native American. 

Two years later, John Rolfe took Matoaka to England to use her in a 

propaganda campaign to support the colony of Virginia, propping her up as the 

symbol of hope for peace and good relations between the English and the 

Native Americans. óRebeccaô was seen an example of a civilized ósavageô and 

Rolfe was praised for his accomplishment in bringing Christianity to the 

óheathen tribesô. 

While in England, Matoaka ran into John Smith. She refused to speak with him, 

turning her head and fleeing from his presence ï a far cry from the undying 

love between the two as portrayed in the Disney movie. In 1617, the Rolfe 

family boarded a ship to return to Virginia. However, Matoaka would not 

complete this journey home. She became gravely ill  ï theories range from 

smallpox, pneumonia, or tuberculosis, to her having been poisoned ï and she 

was taken off the ship at Gravesend where she died on March 21, 1617. It is  
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believed she was 21 years old when she died. Sadly, there were no fairy tale 

endings for Matoaka. 

The real story of óPocahontasô would make a greater movie than the one 

produced by Disney, as her tragic life. 

 

Source: http://www.ancient-origins.net/history-famous-people/true-story-

pocahontas-not-told-disney-002285 

 

Activities 

1. Discuss and compare the treatment of native inhabitants by white 

newcomers in northern America with the treatment of the natives in 

other parts of the world, e.g. southern America, Australia, New 

Zealand. 

2. What stereotypical images of American Indians and the first settlers 

do you meet in films and literature? How would you characterize 

both? 

3. After having read the text about Pocahontas, think of a similar story 

or person, where the legend or romantic version differs from the real 

story and write a text explaining or polemicizing the differences. 
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2  

       THIRTEEN  ENGLISH  COLONIES 
 

 

Stories of the New World's gold attracted the first European explorers 

who came to America to increase their wealth and broaden their 

influence over world affairs. The Spanish were among the first 

Europeans to explore the New World and the first to settle in what is 

now the United States. The founding of Saint Augustine (in Florida) in 

1565 marked the beginning of European colonization. In 1588, England 

and Spain were engaged in warfare, which virtually annihilated the 

Spanish naval power. After this defeat, Spain no longer figured as a 

rival of England for possession of North America. The thirteen colonies 

along the Atlantic coast were under British rule. West of these was 

French territory extending to the Rocky Mountains in the west, to 

Louisiana in the south, and reaching northward into present-day Canada. 

The territory was called New France. Part of it was later in 1803 bought 

by the U.S. in the Louisiana Purchase.  

 
13 English colonies 
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The Tobacco Colonies 

In 1585 Sir Walter Raleigh with a group of colonists (91 men, 17 

women and nine children) settled on the island of Roanoke (present area 

of North Carolina). Mysteriously, by 1590 the Roanoke colony had 

vanished entirely and thus it is sometimes refered to as Lost Colony. It 

is so probably because the first colonists were mostly adventurous and 

impoverished men incapable of any sustained effort, and that is why the 

very early wave of colonisation was a complete failure. 

The first successful and permanent English colony able to survive 

thanks to own labour was Virginia  (named by Sir Walter Raleigh in 

honor of the "virgin-queen," Elizabeth I) in 1607, after the London 

Company had sent 144 men to Virginia on three ships: the Godspeed, 

the Discovery and the Susan Constant. They reached the Chesapeake 

Bay in the spring of 1607 and headed about 60 miles up the James 

River, where they built a settlement they called Jamestown (named after 

the king James I). The Jamestown colonists had a rough time. They 

were so busy looking for gold and other exportable resources that they 

could barely feed themselves. The first year was devastating for the 

colonists, with only 32 of them surviving the winter. However, the 

Native Americans helped them and colony of Jamestown survived. It 

was not until 1616, when Virginiaôs settlers learned how to grow 

tobacco that it seemed the colony might survive. The first African slaves 

arrived in Virginia in 1619.  

In 1634 Maryland  was founded, unlike Virginia, by a group of English 

Catholics who could not practice their religion in England. These were 

the about 300 settlers sent by Cecilius Calvert, the 2nd Lord Baltimore, 

after he was granted about 12 million acres of land at the top of the 

Chesapeake Bay by the English crown. Lord BaltimoreËs intention was 

to create a safe home for English Catholics in the New World in the 

time of the European wars of religion. Maryland, named after Henrietta 

Maria ï the French Princess, was similar to Virginia in many ways. Its 

landowners produced tobacco on large plantations that depended on the 

labor of servants and (later) African slaves. Maryland became known 

for its policy of religious toleration for all.  
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A Jamestown settler describes life in Virginia,  1622 

Sebastian Brandt to Henry Hovener, 13 January, 1622.  

(Gilder Lehrman Collection) 

 

The first English settlers in Jamestown, Virginia, who arrived in 1607, were 

eager to find gold and silver. Instead they found sickness and disease. 

Eventually, these colonists learned how to survive in their new environment, 

and by the middle of the seventeenth century they discovered that their fortunes 

lay in growing tobacco. 

This 1622 letter from Jamestown colonist Sebastian Brandt to Henry Hovener, 

a Dutch merchant living in London, provides a snapshot of the colony in flux. 

Brandt, who likely arrived in 1619 in a wave of 1,200 immigrants, writes of his 

wifeôs and brotherôs deaths the previous year almost in passing. He mentions 

that, due to his own illness, he ñwas not able to travell up and downe the hills 

and dales of these countries but doo nowe intend every daye to walke up and 

downe the hills for good Mineralls here is both golde silver and copper.ò Most 

of Brandtôs letter is devoted to its real purpose: putting in orders for cheese, 

vinegar, tools, spices, and other assorted goods from the London Company that 

were not available in Virginia. Interestingly, he promises to pay in tobacco and 

furs - not in the gold and copper heôs looking for. 

We know little about Brandt. He does not appear in any known existing official 

records, and historians presume he died not long after writing this letter. The 

glimpse he offers into early Jamestown serves as a tantalizing example of the 

challenges and thrills of studying colonial American history. 

 

TRANSCRIPT OF THE LETTER 

Well beloved good friend Henry Hovener 

My comendations remembred, I hartely [wish] your welfare for god be thanked 

I am now in good health, but my brother and my wyfe are dead aboute a yeare 

passôd And touchinge the busynesse that I came hither is nothing yett 

performed, by reason of my sicknesse & weaknesse I was not able to travell up 

and downe the hills and dales of these countries but doo nowe intend every 

daye to walke up and downe the hills for good Mineralls here is both golde 

silver and copper to be had and therefore I will  doe my endeavour by the grace 

of god to effect what I am able to performe And I intreat you to beseeche the 

Right Hon: & Wor: Company in my behalfe to grant me my freedome to be 

sent either to me I dowbte not to doo well & good service in these countries 
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humbly desyringe them also to provyde me some [appointed] fellowe & a 

strong boye to assiste me in my businesse, and that it may please the aforesaid 

Company to send me at my charge a bed wth a bolster and cover and some 

Linnen for shirtes and sheetes. Sixe fallinge bands wth Last Size pairs of shoes 

twoo pairs of bootes three pairs of cullered stockings and garters wth three pairs 

of lether gloves some powder and shott twoo little runletts of oyle and vinnegar 

some spice & suger to comfort us here in our sicknesse abowte ffyftie  pounds 

weight of holland and Englishe cheese together, Lykewyse some knyves, 

spoons, combes and all sorts of cullerd beads as you knowe the savage Indians 

use Allso one Rundlett wth all sortes of yron nayles great and small, three haire 

sives, two hatchetts wth twoo broad yrons and some Allum And send all these 

necessaries thinges in a dry fatt wth the first shippinge dyrected unto Mr. 

Pontes in James Towne here in Virginia And whatsoever this all costes I will  

not onely wth my moste humble service but allso wth some good Tobacco 

Bevor and Otterskins and other commodities here to be had recompence the 

Company for the same And yf you could send for my brother Phillipps Sonne 

in Darbesheere to come hether itt [were] a great commoditie ffor me or suche 

another used in minerall workes And thus I comitt you to the Almighty. 

Virginia 13 January 1622. 

 

Source: The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-era/early-settlements/ 

resources/jamestown-settler-describes-life-virginia-1622 

The New England Colonies 

In the North, English Puritans established several settlements. These 

people came to America to escape persecution in England. These first 

colonies in the North were called and even now the territory is referred 

to as New England. In the years 1620 - 1640, some 30,000 Puritans 

settled there. A group of Puritans called the Pilgrims crossed the 

Atlantic in the ship Mayflower and settled at Plymouth (named after a 

port in Britain), Massachusetts in 1620. They escaped Britain because 

of catholic persecution of the Stuarts. Originally, their desired 

destination was Virginia, however, thanks to poor navigation abilities 

and unknown sea currents they landed at what is know the coastline of 

Boston. With the help of local natives, the colonists soon got the hang of 

farming, fishing and hunting, and Massachusetts prospered. The 

Puritans were orthodox Protestants and even now the term puritan 
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denotes a man of extreme moral and religious principals, especially in 

sexual matters. No wonder the famous witch trials took place in colonial 

Massachusetts in the town of Salem, where a series of hearings and 

prosecutions of people accused of witchcraft were held in 1692 and 

1693. The trials resulted in the executions of twenty people, fourteen of 

them women, and all but one by hanging.  

 
The central figure in this 1876 illustration of the courtroom is 

usually identified as Mary Walcott, one of the "afflicted" girls 

called as a witness at the Salem Witch Trials. 

 

As the Massachusetts settlements expanded, they generated new 

colonies in New England. To the north of the Massachusetts Bay 

colony, the colony of New Hampshire was founded in 1629. Since the 

land in Massachusetts was very rocky and also some of its Puritan 

settlers were not satisfied with the acting of their leaders, a handful of 

adventurous men led by John Mason went to find more fertile farming 

land and they settled in Portsmouth and founded the New Hampshire 

Colony. Firstly, the colony (or province, as colonies are also refered to) 

consisted for many years of a small number of communities along the 

seacoast and the Piscataqua River. The province's economy was 

dominated by timber and fishing and the New Hampshire population 

was more religiously diverse.  

Puritans who thought that Massachusetts was not pious enough formed 

the colony of Connecticut. The colony, originally known as the River 
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colony, was founded in 1636 by Thomas Hooker, who left the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony with 35 families. Later, two other English 

colonies merged into the Colony of Connecticut: Saybrook Colony and 

New Haven Colony. The economy began with subsistence farming and 

developed with greater diversity and an increased focus on production 

for distant markets, especially the British colonies in the Caribbean. The 

colony was also the scene of a bloody and raging war between the 

English and the Pequot tribe of Native Americans, known as the Pequot 

War. The Pequots lost the war and about 700 Pequots had been killed or 

taken into captivity.  

Another man who decided to leave the Massachusetts Bay Colony and 

begin a colony of his own was Roger Williams. He was a Puritan 

minister who disagreed with the decisions of the community and he 

protested that the state should not interfere with religion. He claimed 

that the colony leaders should not be the church leaders and he also 

believed the Indians should be paid for the land they were taking. 

Puritan leaders wanted to punish him, but he escaped. In 1636 he bought 

the land from Indians and established the Rhode Island Colony. The 

land was first home to the Narragansett Indians, who had extensive trade 

relations across the region, which evoked the idea of the town of 

Narragansett (todayËs recreation town of some 16 thousand population) 

to show respect to the Indians. In the colony, everybody including Jews 

was allowed to practice their own religion and enjoy complete ñliberty 

in religious concernmentsò. The separation of church and state was thus 

guaranteed.  

The Middle Colonies 

Also the Dutch were trying to colonize the New World. They sent 

Captain Henry Hudson and he found a river that ran westward, followed 

it and found that it turned north in what is now New York. The river still 

bears his name. In 1623 the Dutch sent people to live in this area. They 

formed a new colony and began trading with the native inhabitants. 

They called this new colony New Netherlands. Its main town was New 

Amsterdam (Nieuw Amsterdam) on Manhattan Island, which was 

bought from local Indian chiefs for 60 gilders ($24). However, in 1664, 

English king Charles II  gave the territory between New England and 
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Virginia, much of which was already occupied by Dutch traders and 

landowners called patroons, to his brother James, the Duke of York. The 

English soon absorbed Dutch New Netherlands along with New 

Amsterdam and renamed it New York  (named after the Duke of York), 

but most of the Dutch people, as well as the Belgian Flemings and 

Walloons, French Huguenots, Scandinavians and Germans who were 

living there, stayed. This made New York one of the most diverse and 

prosperous colonies in the New World. 

 
According to legend, Native Americans met William Penn 

under an elm tree at Shackamaxon, the site of present day 

Penn Treaty Park. 

 

In 1680, the king granted 45,000 square miles of land west of the 

Delaware River to William Penn, a Quaker (member of a Christian sect) 

who owned large swaths of land in Ireland. Pennôs North American 

holdings became the colony of ñPennôs Woods,ò or Pennsylvania. 

Lured by the fertile soil and the religious toleration that Penn promised, 

people migrated there from all over Europe. Like their Puritan 

counterparts in New England, most of these emigrants paid their own 

way to the colonies ï they were not indentured servants ï and had 

enough money to establish themselves when they arrived. As a result, 

Pennsylvania soon became a prosperous and relatively egalitarian place. 

The colony was also characterized by religious toleration where 

religious freedom was granted to everyone monotheist and government 

was initially  open to all Christians. Pennsylvania Hospital, the first 

hospital in the British American colonies, and The Academy and 
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College of Philadelphia, the predecessor to the private University of 

Pennsylvania, both opened here.  

The Province of New Jersey had originally been settled by Europeans 

as part of New Netherlands, but came under English rule after the 

surrender of Fort Amsterdam in 1664, becoming a proprietary colony. 

The English then renamed the province after the Isle of Jersey in the 

English Channel. The English justified the seizure by claiming that John 

Cabot, an Italian under the sponsorship of the English King Henry VII,  

had been the first to discover the place. The original boundaries of the 

province were slightly larger than the current state and it was not 

dominated by a specific religion, which gave way to religious freedom 

for Quakers, Catholics, Lutherans, Jews and others. New Jersey was 

often referred to as a breadbasket colony because it grew so many crops, 

especially wheat. The wheat was ground into flour and then shipped to 

England.  

Sweden also wanted a colony of their own to trade with the others, so 

they landed in Delaware in 1638 and established a new colony there. 

The Delaware Colony was founded in 1638 by Peter Minuit and New 

Sweden Company. But the land fell under British control in 1664 when 

William Penn was given the deed by the Duke of York. Delaware was 

then governed as part of Pennsylvania from 1682 until 1701. The colony 

was named after the Delaware River whose name was derived from that 

of Sir Thomas West (Lord de la Warr) who was Virginia Company's 

first governor. The Delaware Colony's mild climate made farming 

feasible for the colonists and its natural resources included also timber, 

coal, furs, fish, and iron ore. There was no dominating religion there and 

religious tolerance made the area attractive to those who were not 

purists.  

The Southern Colonies 

The land that stretched south of Virginia to Florida was granted to the 

group of King's Charles friends in 1663. They named the colony 

Carolina in honor of Charles. The first settlement was Charleston. When 

these men arrived to the area they found that many people had been 

already living there and the area was much less cosmopolitan when 

compared to the northern states of New England. In its northern half, 
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poor farmers eked out a living. In its southern half, planters managed 

vast estates that produced corn, timber, beef and pork, and since the 

1690s even rice. The south Carolinians had close ties to the English 

planter colony on the Caribbean island of Barbados, which relied 

heavily on African slave labor, and many were involved in the slave 

trade themselves. As a result, slavery played an important role in the 

development of the Carolina colony, too. The overall differences caused 

arguments between the two groups, and in 1729 the colony was divided 

into two separate colonies: North  Carolina and South Carolina.  

In 1732, inspired by the need to 

build a buffer (border) between 

South Carolina and the Spanish 

settlements in Florida, the 

Englishman James Oglethorpe 

established the Georgia colony, 

the last of the original 13 British 

colonies. The King also planned 

this colony as a place to get rid 

of people he did not want in 

England. It was named in honor 

of King George II  of England 

and the first settlement was Savannah. In many ways, Georgiaôs 

development mirrored South Carolinaôs, except for slavery. Originally, 

Oglethorpe imagined a province populated by sturdy and strong farmers 

that could guard the border. Because of this, the colony's charter 

prohibited slavery. But in the beginning, the colony had a sluggish start. 

James Oglethorpe did not allow alcohol as well and he did several 

limitations for land ownership. Discontent grew in the colony because 

of these restrictions, and so Oglethorpe canceled them. With slavery, 

liquor, and land acquisition the colony improved much faster. Slavery 

had been permitted from 1749. There was some internal opposition, 

particularly from Scottish settlers, but by the time of the War of 

Independence, Georgia was much like the rest of the South. 

In 1700, there were about 250,000 settlers in North Americaôs 13 

English colonies, both Europeans and Africans. By 1775, on the eve of 

revolution, there were nearly 2.5 million and several small but growing 

urban centers had emerged. Philadelphia, with 28,000 inhabitants, was 

 
A view of Savannah (March 1734) 
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the largest city, followed by New York, Boston and Charleston. The 

colonists did not have much in common, but they were able to band 

together and fight for their independence. 

 
Activities 

1. What are the characteristics of each of the four types of colonies 

(Tobacco, New England, Middle and Southern colonies)? Who were 

the colonists, what kind of people, what did they mainly do for 

living, what was the prevailing religion, organization of the social 

life? How did the types of the colonies differ?  

2. Write a report about the life of early colonits in Jamestown 

according to information from Sebastian BrandtËs letter and the 

texts about colonies. 

3. Find more information about the Salem witch trial and write a news 

story about the trial from the point of view of a contemporary 

observer.  
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3  

       CREATION  OF INDEPENDENCE 
 

The Seven YearsË War and colonial sence of commonality 

The French were the main rival of the English in the colonization of 

North America. They controlled Canada and Louisiana, which included 

the entire Mississippi watershed - a vast area with few people. French 

influence can be seen even nowadays: Louisiana was named after King 

Louis and similar was the motivation for Saint Louis, a town on 

Mississippi river. New Orleans was named in the honour of Jane of Arc 

(the Maid of Orl®ans). Britain and France fought several wars; however, 

the conflict known as the Seven Years' War  was the most crucial they 

were engaged in. The struggle began in 1754 after a squadron of 

soldiers led by an unknown, twenty-two year old George Washington 

attacked a French fortress Fort Duquesne.  

 The war was also called the 

French and Indian War by the 

colonies because the English 

were fighting the French and 

their Native American allies, the 

Hurons. The two countries were 

fighting for control of North 

America which meant gaining 

an access to the all-important 

Mississippi River, the lifeline of 

the frontier to the west. Soon 

after the British captured 

Louisbourg, a strategic gate to 

the St. Lawrence Seaway, the 

French chapter of North American history ended in a bloody finale. 

England's superior strategic position and its competent leadership 

ultimately brought victory in this war. After the Peace of Paris was 

signed in 1763, France relinquished all of Canada, the Great Lakes and 

 

At Point State Park in downtown 

Pittsburgh, bricks mark the outline  

of the former site of Fort Duquesne. 
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the upper Mississippi Valley to the British. In North America alone, 

British territories more than doubled.  

Gradually, the English, Welsh, Scots-Irish, German, French, Irish, 

Swedish, Native American, and African descent cultures began to blend. 

Americans became culturally distinct from the English: their language, 

culture, and religions differed a lot. Most Americans were born here and 

never even visited England, the Germans were never loyal to England 

and the Scots-Irish had great resentment toward Great Britain. The 

experience of the war also did not bring the British and the Americans 

closer together: British troops felt haughty about colonials, since 

Americans were regarded as crude and lacking culture and the pious 

New Englanders found the British to be profane. The American 

colonists started to feel closer to each other. The first sign of unity , 

commonality or even nationalism was seen when settlers from all 

thirteen colonies fought together.  

 

 

Which of the 11 American nations do you live in?  

By Reid Wilson, Washington Post, November 8, 2013 

 

Red states and blue states? Flyover country and the coasts? How simplistic. 

Colin Woodard, a reporter at the Portland Press Herald, says North America 

can be broken neatly into 11 separate nation-states, where dominant cultures 

explain our voting behaviors and attitudes toward everything from social issues 

to the role of government. ñOur continentôs famed mobility has been 

reinforcing, not dissolving, regional differences, as people increasingly sort 

themselves into like-minded communities.ò Woodard lays out his map in the 

new book American Nations: A History of the Eleven Rival Regional Cultures 

of North America. Hereôs how he breaks down the continent: 

Yankeedom: Founded by Puritans, residents in Northeastern states and the 

industrial Midwest tend to be more comfortable with government regulation. 

They value education and the common good more than other regions. 

New Netherland: The Netherlands was the most sophisticated society in the 

Western world when New York was founded, Woodard writes, so itôs no 

wonder that the region has been a hub of global commerce. Itôs also the region 

most accepting of historically persecuted populations. 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/reid-wilson
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The Midlands:  Stretching from Quaker territory west through Iowa and into 

more populated areas of the Midwest, the Midlands are ñpluralistic and 

organized around the middle class.ò Government intrusion is unwelcome, and 

ethnic and ideological purity isnôt a priority. 

Tidewater: The coastal regions in the English colonies of Virginia, North 

Carolina, Maryland and Delaware tend to respect authority and value tradition. 

Once the most powerful American nation, it began to decline during Westward 

expansion. 

Greater Appalachia: Extending from West Virginia through the Great Smoky 

Mountains and into Northwest Texas, the descendants of Irish, English and 

Scottish settlers value individual liberty. Residents are ñintensely suspicious of 

lowland aristocrats and Yankee social engineers.ò 

Deep South: Dixie still traces its roots to the caste system established by 

masters who tried to duplicate West Indies-style slave society, Woodard writes. 

The Old South values statesô rights and local control and fights the expansion 

of federal powers. 

El Norte: Southwest Texas and the border region is the oldest, and most 

linguistically different, nation in the Americas. Hard work and self-sufficiency 

are prized values. 

The Left  Coast: A hybrid, Woodard says, of Appalachian independence and 

Yankee utopianism loosely defined by the Pacific Ocean on one side and 

coastal mountain ranges like the Cascades and the Sierra Nevadas on the other. 

The independence and innovation required of early explorers continues to 

manifest in places like Silicon Valley and the tech companies around Seattle. 

The Far West: The Great Plains and the Mountain West were built by 

industry, made necessary by harsh, sometimes inhospitable climates. Far 

Westerners are intensely libertarian and deeply distrustful of big institutions, 

whether they are railroads and monopolies or the federal government. 

New France: Former French colonies in and around New Orleans and Quebec 

tend toward consensus and egalitarian, ñamong the most liberal on the 

continent, with unusually tolerant attitudes toward gays and people of all races 

and a ready acceptance of government involvement in the economy,ò Woodard 

writes. 

First  Nation: The few First Nation peoples left ð Native Americans who 

never gave up their land to white settlers ð are mainly in the harshly Arctic 

north of Canada and Alaska. They have sovereignty over their lands, but their 

population is only around 300,000. 

The clashes between the 11 nations play out in every way, from politics to 

social values. Woodard notes that states with the highest rates of violent deaths 
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are in the Deep South, Tidewater and Greater Appalachia, regions that value 

independence and self-sufficiency. States with lower rates of violent deaths are  

in Yankeedom, New Netherland and the Midlands, where government 

intervention is viewed with less skepticism. And more than 95 percent of 

executions in the United States since 1976 happened in the Deep South, Greater 

Appalachia, Tidewater and the Far West. States in Yankeedom and New 

Netherland have executed a collective total of just one person. That doesnôt 

bode well for gun control advocates, Woodard concludes: ñWith such sharp 

regional differences, the idea that the United States would ever reach consensus 

on any issue having to do with violence seems far-fetched. The cultural gulf 

between Appalachia and Yankeedom, Deep South and New Netherland is 

simply too large. But itôs conceivable that some new alliance could form to tip 

the balance.ò 

 

Full version source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs /govbeat/ 

wp/2013/11/08/which-of-the-11-american-nations-do-you-live-in/ 

The Background to the War of Independence 

The Britain's victory over France led directly to a conflict with 

American colonies.The end of the Seven Years' War left England in 

control of Canada and all of North America, east of the Mississippi. But 

the war was long and when it ended, England was in debt. Running an 

empire and administration of the new territories, as well as of the old, 

was an expensive business and would require huge amount of money. 

The king's ministers looked around for additional income and they 

decided to get the money from American colonies, which were a 

virtually rich and untaxed section of the empire. Philadelphia was the 

biggest British city, after London and poverty common in Britain was 

practically unknown amongst people in the American colonies. 

Moreover, King George was afraid that New England was becoming too 

powerful and therefore, the British government started a new policy and 

passed a number of laws designed to paralyze the rising industry in the 

colonies.  

The colonies produced some raw materials such as iron, steel, tobacco 

and timber, but they were forbidden to build their own manufacturing 

industries. Direct trade of the English colonies with the Spanish and 

French settlements was also prohibited. To prevent fighting with the 
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Native Americans, the Proclamation of 1763 denied the colonists the 

right to settle west of the Appalachians. The colonists hated this because 

they were already farming there. The first attempt to extract money out 

of the colonists was the Sugar Act in 1764. This act forbade the 

importation of foreign rum and taxed all sugar products from Britain. In 

fact, it reduced the taxation on molasses imported to the colonies, but 

severely punished anyone who tried to smuggle the syrup. Then, in 

1765, the Quartering and Stamp Acts were enacted. The Quartering  

Act forced the colonies to house and feed British soldiers, whose task 

was no longer to protect the settlements, but to oppress them: to enforce 

prohibitions, to prevent smuggling, and to suppress the liberation 

movement of American people. With the passage of the Stamp Act, 

special tax stamps had to be attached to all newspapers, pamphlets, legal 

documents and licenses.  

The colonists thought this was unfair and a storm of protests arose 

against the acts. People regarded the situation as a violation of their 

rights. In the summer of 1765, prominent men organized themselves 

into the Sons of Liberty  - a secret organization formed to protest the 

Stamp Act, often throught violent means. No taxation without 

representation was their motto. It meant that no British subject should 

be taxed unless its representative sat as a member in the Parliament. 

Riots were organized, merchants refused to sell British goods, mobs 

threatened stamp distributors and most colonists simply refused to use 

the stamps. The British government did not want trouble so the Act was 

repealed in 1766.  

Repeal of the Stamp Act left Britain's problems unresolved. In 1767, 

Charles Townshend, British chancellor of exchequer, declared he had a 

plan for getting money out of the Americans without upsetting them. In 

fact, it was simply a tax on every day goods, such as tea, paint, glass, 

and paper, imported from Britain. The response of the Americans was to 

boycott any of the taxed goods. The colonists protested in Boston, and 

Massachusetts became the centre of anti-British feeling. Opposition 

became so strong that the English Parliament repealed the Act. 

However, new taxes were soon introduced, and English troops were sent 

to America. This made the colonists even angrier than ever. In March 

1770, a riot occurred between British troops and Boston citizens, who 
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taunted and jeered the soldiers. The troops killed five people. The 

colonist went wild. They called this The Boston Massacre.  

Outbreak of the War  

Due to colonial economic boycotts, the Townshend Duties, except tea, 

were repealed in 1770. The colonists were huge consumers of tea, 

drinking two million cups a day. To avoid paying this duty, Americans 

drank smuggled Dutch tea. This contributed to the decline of East India 

Company. After permission to ship tea directly to America from India, 

cutting out the middlemen in Britain, the price of tea dropped by half. 

East Indian tea, although still taxed, was now cheaper than Dutch tea. 

But Americans were not happy about the cheap, but still taxed tea, and 

refused to buy it. They viewed the act as another violation of their 

rights. In Boston, on 16 December 1773, a crowd of men disguised as 

Indians, boarded the ships full  of tea and they dumped all of the tea into 

the water, which became known as the Boston tea party . The 

Parliament responded by passing an Intolerable Acts, which closed the 

port of Boston to trade and more British soldiers were sent to the port. 

In September 1774, a congress of the ablest and wealthiest men in 

America met in Philadelphia. It was called The First  Continental 

Congress. The leaders urged Americans to disobey the Intolerable Acts 

and to boycott British trade. Colonists began to organize militias and to 

collect weapons and ammunition. Arms were bought illegally, and 

secret military trainings, to prepare the people for armed resistance, 

were organized.  

The Revolution 

On 19 April  1775, British soldiers were sent to seize an illegal depot of 

arms in the nearby town of Concord. At the village of Lexington, they 

confronted 70 militiamen (armed farmers) and the American War of 

Independence began. The colonists knew that, if  they were to succeed in 

the struggle, some kind of union would be necessary. In May 1775, The 

Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia and began to 

assume the functions of a national government and established the 

American Continental Army. The Virginian landowner, George 

Washington was placed in command. 
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In this stage there were 

some radicals who 

demanded complete 

independence, but the 

majority of the Congress 

still believed in the 

possible compromise with 

the King of England. The 

idea of independence 

became extremely popular 

after the publication of 

Thomas Paine's Common 

Sense in 1776. In this 

pamphlet he argued that 

independence was the only 

remedy, and that it would 

be harder to win the longer 

it was delayed. The idea of 

independence became 

universal soon. On 4 July, 

1776, the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of 

Independence declaring that the colonies are and of right ought to be 

free and independent States. The author of this document was Thomas 

Jefferson. 

In the first years, the war went badly for the Americans. It was very 

difficult  to convert colonists into an efficient fighting force since 

American soldiers were short of money and supplies, and they lacked 

training and discipline. The quality of the officers was poor, and they 

had practically no navy. The English, on the other hand, had to fight 

3,000 miles from home. It was expensive to transport men and supplies. 

Also proper strategic management of the force from London was 

impossible. The British captured New York City in 1776, and 

Philadelphia was captured a year later. The tide turned in October 1777 

at Saratoga, where Continentals forced the British to surrender. It was a 

turning point in the war. After this victory, a Franco-American alliance 

was signed in February 1778. This alliance brought men, money, 

 
Declaration of Independence (1776): the 

second document image, a printed version that 

was publicly distributed after the original was 

created. 
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encouragement, supplies and, above all, the navy. Holland and Spain 

also began to support Americans soon. 

After 1778, the fighting 

shifted to the south. The 

Americans suffered many 

defeats here, but they won 

the last battle, which was 

decisive. At Yorktown, 

Virginia, in 1781, the 

English commander, Lord 

Cornwallis was forced to 

surrender by the 

American army under 

George Washington's 

command. The war was 

now over, but King 

George III  refused to 

acknowledge defeat for 

another two years. The 

Treaty of Paris was 

signed in September 1783. The treaty recognized the independence of 

the United States and granted the new nation all the territory north of 

Florida, south of Canada and east of the Mississippi River.  

The Constitution 

The USA first operated under an agreement called the Articles of 

Confederation (1781). The document set up a very weak central 

government, with too few powers for defense, trade, and taxation. There 

was no federal judiciary and no permanent executive. The individual 

states were almost independent. It was soon clear that this loose 

agreement was not working well and there was little to bind the 13 

colonies together. Each individual colony started minting its own 

money, making its own laws and imposing duties on goods from other 

states. Some states were even preparing to establish their own army. 

This situation could cause a crisis. To prevent such crises, each state 

sent representatives (George Washington, Benjamin Franklin and James 

 
Original design of the Great Seal of  

the United States (1782) 
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Madison among them) to Philadelphia in May 1787, to prepare a 

constitution. In 1789, the Constitution was written down. As the first 

president of the United States, George Washington was elected on 30 

April , 1789. In 1791, first amendments, called the Bill  of Rights, were 

added to the Constitution. The delegates decided that America would be 

a Republic with a president as a head of state. There would be two 

assemblies; an Upper House, called the Senate, and a Lower House, 

called the House of Representatives. Together the two houses were to be 

called Congress. The new Constitution also established the Supreme 

Court.  

 

 

Bill  of Rights (1791) 

 

Congress of the United States 

begun and held at the City of New-York, 

on Wednesday the fourth of March,  

one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine. 

 

THE  Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their 

adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent 

misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive 

clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in 

the Government, will  best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution. 

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 

of America, in Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that 

the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as 

amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which 

Articles, when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to 

all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution; viz. 

ARTICLES  in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United 

States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of 

the several States, pursuant to the fifth  Article of the original Constitution. 

Article  the first ... After the first enumeration required by the first article of the 

Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every thirty thousand, until 

the number shall amount to one hundred, after which the proportion shall be so 

regulated by Congress, that there shall be not less than one hundred 

Representatives, nor less than one Representative for every forty thousand  
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persons, until the number of Representatives shall amount to two hundred; after 

which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be 

less than two hundred Representatives, nor more than one Representative for 

every fifty  thousand persons. 

Article  the second... No law, varying the compensation for the services of the 

Senators and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of 

Representatives shall have intervened. 

Article  the third ... Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 

petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

Article  the fourth ... A well regulated Militia,  being necessary to the security of 

a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 

infringed. 

Article  the fifth ... No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, 

without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be 

prescribed by law. 

Article  the sixth... The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, 

papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 

violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by 

Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and 

the persons or things to be seized. 

Article  the seventh... No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or 

otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand 

Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia,  when 

in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be 

subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 

shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall 

private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 

Article  the eighth... In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the 

right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district 

wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been 

previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 

accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 

compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 

Assistance of Counsel for his defence. 

Article  the ninth ... In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy 

shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no 
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fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United 

States, than according to the rules of the common law. 

Article  the tenth... Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 

imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

Article  the eleventh... The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, 

shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

Article  the twelfth ... The powers not delegated to the United States by the 

Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States 

respectively, or to the people. 

 

Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, Speaker of the House of Representatives 

John Adams, Vice-President of the United States, and President of the Senate 

John Beckley, Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

Sam. A Otis Secretary of the Senate 

 

Source: http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php? 

flash=true&doc=13&page=transcript 

 

Activities 

1. According to the text about 11 nations write an essay explaining and 

describing regional differences in Slovakia. 

2. What do you think were the most crucial and influential events for 

the War of Independence to begin? If  you only had to choose one 

major factor, what would it be? Discuss your choice. 

3. What rights does the Bill  of Rights guarantee?  

4. In groups, discuss and write your own Bill  of the rights and duties of 

a journalist and than compare your statements and ideas with the 

real Declaration of the rights and duties of journalists. 
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4  

       WESTWARD EXPANSION  

       AND THE WILD  WEST 
 

 
In the beginning of the 19 century, America enjoyed a period of rapid 

economic and territorial  expansion. During this period, the United 

States expanded westwards and the colonization of the whole continent 

was completed. The frontier of settlement was pushed west to the 

Mississippi River and beyond.  

 

 

The huge Louisiana territory, stretching from the Middle West to the 

Gulf of Mexico, was bought from France for $15 million. Florida was 

purchased by force of arms from Spain for $5 million. Meanwhile, 

thousands of Americans were settling in Texas then a part of Mexico. 

However, the Texans found Mexican rule increasingly oppressive, and 

in 1835 they rebelled and defeated the Mexican army. In 1845, the 

United States annexed Texas. As a result, Mexico suspended all 

diplomatic relations. In May 1846, Congress declared war on Mexico. 

In this war the Americans conquered over a half of Mexico's territory 
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(the present states of California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado). Thus, 

America became a truly continental power and by the middle of the 19th 

century this country had reached almost its present dimensions.  

In 1862 the Homestead Act was adopted to make lands opening up in 

the west available to a wide variety of settlers. It made the process of 

formal land acquisition easier and it lowered the land price for squatters 

who had occupied the land for minimum of 14 months. The famous 

Pony Express, a system of horses and riders, was set up in the mid 

1800s to deliver mail and packages to the distant areas. It employed 80 

deliverymen and between four and five hundred horses, that were 

changed in the horse-changing stations. However, the First  

Transcontinental Telegraph linked Omaha, Nebraska and San 

Francisco in 1861 and the Pony Express ended soon after because it 

could not compete with the telegraph.  

The new territories were commonly reached on foot or by horseback. 

The Oregon Trail  is a reference to the path stretching 2000 miles across 

the United States and used by people, inspired by dreams of rich 

farmlands, travelling from Missouri to Oregon. The Oregon Trail was 

laid down by traders and fur trappers and by the year 1836 the first of 

the migrant train of wagons was put together. The journey took 

approximately half of the year and the trail was used by an estimated 

350 000 settlers from the 1830s through 1869. After the first railroad 

was completed, use of the trail quickly declined.  

 

Donner Party, a group of 81 emigrants to California who in the winter of 

1846ï47 met with one of the most famous tragedies in Western history. The 

families were mostly from Illinois and Iowa, and most prominent among them 

were the two Donner families and the Reed family. In going West they took a 

little-used, supposedly shorter route, but it proved arduous and they were 

delayed. They suffered severely and ill  feelings in the party arose when they 

reached what is today Donner Lake in Sierra Nevada. In October 1846 they 

paused to recover their strength, and early snow caught and trapped them. 

Many of the emigrants died. Finally, expeditions from the Sacramento valley 

made their way through the snowdrifts to rescue the hunger-maddened 

migrants. Only about half of the original party reached California.  

Adapted version. Original source: The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 

http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/donner-party.html University 
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The great improvement in transportation facilities was an important 

stimulus to western prosperity. In this period a national network of roads 

and canals was built, and the first  steam railroad  was opened in 

Baltimore, Maryland. From 1850 to 1857 the Appalachian Mountain 

barrier was pierced by five railway trunk lines. In those days, the 

Industrial Revolution had reached America. By the 1850s, factories had 

been producing rubber goods, shoes, sewing machines, clothes, guns 

and farm implements.  

 

 

Donner Party: Did They or Didnôt They? 

by Gabrielle Burton, The Huffington Post, 17 June 2010 

 

Human flesh on the menu for the Donner Party or not? That burning question is 

back in the news again. 

Americans have a hard time remembering last weekôs crook or celebrity, but 

we seem to have lasting fascination with the ill -fated pioneer party from 164 

years ago. Well, at least the cannibal part. Itôs one of our shared cultural 

memories, a source of bad macabre jokes, that the Donner Party of 1846, 

trapped by early snows in the Sierra Nevadas for four months, turned to 

cannibalism to survive. 

But did they? 

News reports of a study by a team of biological anthropologists at Appalachian 

State University are creating a stir. Analyses of bone remains found at the 

Alder Creek Donner campsite in 2003-2004 digs show no evidence of 

cannibalism. In 2006, a preliminary report of this same study created a similar 

stir. 

Because Iôve published two books on the Donner Party in the last year (a 

memoir,Searching for Tamsen Donner, and a novel in Tamsen Donnerôs voice, 

Impatient with Desire), Iôve been deluged with email links to newspaper, TV, 

and online accounts of the ñnew finding.ò Most are variations of: 

New study says Donner Party didnôt eat each other! 

THE STUDY DOES NOT SAY THIS. 

It says that, by using modern technological methods, researchers have 

identified bone fragments of cattle, horse, deer, and dog, but no human bone  



38 

 

fragments. Theyôre not saying cannibalism didnôt happen there, theyôre saying 

they havenôt found any PHYSICAL evidence of cannibalism, they havenôt 

found evidence so far that confirms cannibalism. 

Maybe they wonôt ever find physical evidence at Alder Creek where Tamsen 

and George Donner were, but certainly cannibalism occurred at one, two, or 

three of the campsites and in the open mountains on escape and rescue 

attempts. Credible rescuers wrote about and testified to seeing evidence at the 

camps; members of the party wrote and spoke about it at the time and later. We 

may never get archeological evidence but thereôs plenty of historical evidence. 

At the end of February, 1847, trapped nearly four months, Patrick Breen wrote 

in his diary: 

Mrs. Murphy said here yesterday that thought she would commence on Milt  & 

eat him. I donôt think she has done so yet, it is distressing. The Donnos 

{Donners} told the California folks (the 1st rescue, a group too small to take 

everyone out) that they commence to eat the dead people 4 days ago, if they did 

not succeed that day or next in finding their cattle then under ten or twelve feet 

of snow & did not know spot or near it, I suppose they have done so ere this 

time. 

Iôve always felt that people make too much of the cannibalism, while 

simultaneously not really getting it. The idea of cannibalism may be so 

emotionally laden that people automatically layer their own fears and revulsion 

on it, but rationally, cannibalism was a terrible yet natural progression for 

members of the Donner Party in their determination to keep themselves and 

their families alive. 

After 160 plus years, bone fragments of cattle and other animals were there to 

be found in the archeological digs because those bones had been cooked long 

periods of time to make them edible. The hard facts are that, after the Donners 

ate the cattle flesh, they scraped the hair off the hides, cut them into strips, and 

boiled them into a gluey pulp. Then they boiled and burned the bones, 

crumbling them into bits to eat. They ate mice, pet dogs, shoelaces... until there 

was nothing left but dead bodies. 

Any cannibalism at the camps would have occurred at the very end of the 

pioneersô entrapment, and would have lasted only a short period of timeðuntil 

rescue or death, whichever came first. Because the period was short, the energy 

flagging, and the supply of dead humans plentiful, the even harder fact is that 

itôs highly unlikely that humans would have been processed the way the 

animals had been. Only the flesh would have been cooked, not the bones. Since 

uncooked bone disintegrates quickly in acidic soil, the absence of human bones 

may mean only that they werenôt there to be found in the digs. 
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Then why these headlines: Donners eat dog but not people...? Although the 

scientists arenôt claiming theyôve proven there was no cannibalism, reporters 

are writing on deadline with pressure to grab the attention of a media saturated 

public. 

I have a soft spot for the reporters. A lot of scientific writing is tedious and 

boringðitôs that precision thing. In my early years married to a research 

scientist, I tried in vain to perk up his papers by eliminating all his pesky 

qualifiersðmaybe, perhaps, theoretically... Not only was I unable to convince 

him to streamline his writing; somehow, slowly, sneakily, he taught me an 

appreciation of the precision science requires in its methods and language.  

But none of this IS THE ISSUE. For people nearly unshockable, weôre a bit 

obsessed by cannibalism. Itôs practically a shivery parlor game: Would YOU 

eat human flesh? Grossssssss. 

Hereôs the real issue and itôs dramatic and shivery enough. The story of the 

Donner Party is a HUMAN story of people who suffered greatly and tried 

mightily to survive. A story of people for whom the American dreamðheading 

west for a better lifeðturned nightmare. A story of people who paid part of the 

heavy price to open up this country. 

Of the 81 pioneers trapped in the mountains, a little over half survived. Even if  

it were provable that no one ever turned to cannibalism, why do people today 

care so much whether they did or didnôt? If  they didnôt cannibalize, would that 

make them better people? Or just fewer survivors? 

 

Source: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gabrielle- 

burton/donner-party-did-they-or_b_541658.html 

 

The first great wave of immigration from Asia was brought by the 

building of Transcontinental Railroad and also by California Gold Rush. 

California Gold Rush started after James W. Marshall discovered gold 

in 1848 in the American River at Sutterôs Mill  in Coloma, California, in 

the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. Not long after, gold was discovered in 

the Feather and Trinity Rivers, also located northeast of Sacramento. 

The first people to rush the gold fields were those already living in 

California, but as word slowly got out, people from other parts of the 

United States as well as from foreign countries (Mexico, Chile, Peru, 

Pacific Islands, Australia, New Zealand, China and other parts of Asia, 

and some from Europe, mainly France) arrived. It is estimated that by 

1855 some 300,000 people had streamed into California hoping to strike 
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it rich. The port town of San Francisco went from a population of about 

1,000 in 1848 to become the eighth largest city in the U.S. in 1890, with 

a population of almost 300,000. Several decades later, a similar gold 

rush broke out in the Klondike region. The Klondike Gold Rush 

consisted of the arrival of prospectors to the Klondike region of Canada 

as well as Alaska. Over 100 000 people set out on the year long journey 

to Klondike, with less than one third ever finishing it. Only a small 

percentage of the prospectors found gold and the rush was soon over.  

Popular attention is focused on the Western United States in the second 

half of the 19th century, a period commonly called the Old West, or the 

Wild  West. A more complex term, however, is the American Frontier  

covering the geography, history, folklore, and cultural expression of life 

of American expansion since first English colonial settlements untill 

admission of the last mainland territories as states in 1912. The term 

Wild West frequently exaggerates the romance and violence of the 

period and is easily associated with Indian wars, cowboys, wagon trains, 

saloons and banditry. 

 

 

Sundance Kid  Biography 

Thief (1867 - 1908) 

 

Sundance Kid was an American criminal best known for his train robberies and 

bank heists with the Wild Bunch gang in the late 1890s and early 1900s. 

Synopsis 

American criminal Sundance Kid, originally named Harry Longabaugh, was 

born in 1867 in Mont Clare, Pennsylvania. At age 15, he headed west and 

received his nickname when was arrested for stealing a horse in Sundance, 

Wyoming. After a couple of years in jail, Sundance Kid resumed a career in 

crime, robbing trains and banks. Named the Wild Bunch, he and his 

conspirators went on the longest crime spree in the history of the American 

West. Sundance Kid eventually fled to South America where he continued his 

life of crime. Historians disagree on his death with some citing a shootout in 

Bolivia on November 3, 1908 while others suggest he returned to the U.S. 

under the name William Long and lived there until 1936. 
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Early  Years 

Harry Alonzo Longabaugh was born in 1867 in Mont Clare, Pennsylvania. He 

was considered the fastest gunslinger in the Wild Bunch, a well-known gang of 

robbers and cattle rustlers that roamed the American West during the 1880s and 

1890s. 

Longabaugh was just 15 when he left home for good. He took his nickname 

from the Wyoming town of Sundance, where he was arrested for the only time 

in his life after stealing a horse. For the crime, Sundance served nearly two 

years in jail. Upon his release in 1889, he attempted to create an honest life for 

himself as a cowboy. 

The Wild  Bunch 

By the early 1890s, Sundance was back to being an outlaw. Authorities 

fingered him for a train robbery in 1892, and five years later for a bank heist 

that he pulled off with a group that came to be known as the Wild Bunch. The 

gang largely consisted of Robert Parker (aka Butch Cassidy), Harry Tracy 

(ñElzy Layò), Ben Kilpatrick (the ñTall Texanò) and Harvey Logan (ñKid 

Curryò). Together, the group embarked on the longest stretch of successful train 

and bank robberies in the history of the American West. 

Among the men, Sundance was considered to be the fastest gunslinger, though 

historical evidence indicates he never killed anyone during the Wild Bunchôs 

run. The gangôs robberies were scattered around parts of South Dakota, New 

Mexico, Nevada and Wyoming. Between robberies, the men hid out at Hole-in-

the-Wall Pass, located in Johnson County, Wyoming, where several outlaw 

gangs had their hideouts. 

With each new robbery, the Wild Bunch became better known and well liked 

by an American public eager to read about their exploits. Their robberies also 

became bigger. One of the largest was a $70,000 haul from a train just outside 

Folsom, New Mexico. 

Unable to stop the Wild Bunch, the Union Pacific Railroad hired the famed 

Pinkerton National Detective Agency to find and arrest Sundance and the rest 

of the gang. Perhaps sensing their run was over, Sundance and Cassidy pushed 

into South America, first to Argentina, where they tried to make it as honest 

farmers. With the pair was Etta Place, a former prostitute whoôd become 

Sundanceôs lover. 

Final Years 

An honest life, however, was not a good fit  for either Sundance or Cassidy. 

Before long the two were back to being outlaws, robbing banks and trains just 

as theyôd done in the States. 
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As the story goes, Cassidy and Sundance lost their lives in a shootout with 

soldiers in southern Bolivia on November 3, 1908, but the truth of their end has 

never been fully  settled. Debate lingers over where and when Sundance 

actually died. One account, which bears some historical evidence, suggests he  

returned to the United States under a new name, William Long, and settled into 

a new life as a Utah rancher. According to the story, he married a widow with 

six children in 1894 and lived to be an old man, eventually dying in 1936. 

Whatever the true story might be, Sundance is one of the real legends of the 

American West. In 1969, his life and relationship with Butch Cassidy was 

turned into an Oscar-winning movie, Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, 

starring Paul Newman (Cassidy) and Robert Redford (Sundance). 

 

Source: http://www.biography.com/people/sundance-kid-9499214 

 

Activities 

1. Write a travelogue following the Oregon Trail. Imagine you take the 

journey yourself and follow the original route.  

2. Interview a classmate on his or her most dramatic or adventurous 

experience and write a short article about it. 

3. Write a biography of a person inspiring or interesting to you. 

4. Write a blog entry polemising about how a strange, interesting or 

mysterious event actually happened, confronting  myth  and 

evidence. 
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5  

       CIVIL  WAR (1861 -1865) 
 

 

By the 1860, the North and the South had developed into two very 

different  regions. The North was the main center of manufacturing, 

commerce and finance. Principal products of this area were textiles, 

clothing, machinery, leather, and wooden goods and shipping had 

reached the height of its prosperity. The South, resisting 

industrialization, manufactured little and that is why, almost all 

manufactured goods had to be imported. The South was agricultural 

area where the chief source of wealth was the cotton crop, rice, sugar 

and tobacco and also the area was dependant on the plantation system 

and its essential component, slavery. 

Conflicting interests in 

north and south became 

apparent. The Northerners 

declared that slavery was 

wholly responsible for the 

relative backwardness of 

the South. For capitalism 

to develop freely and to 

expand rapidly it was 

necessary to abolish 

slavery and to break the 

influence of the Southern 

planters on politics. In 

some areas of the country, 

strong opposition to having 

slaves appeared. Rhode 

Island abolished slavery in 

1774 and was soon 

followed by other states 

(Vermont, Pennsylvania, 

New York, Massachusetts, 

New Hampshire, Connecticut and New Jersey). The importation of 
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slaves from other countries was banned soon as well. However, the 

selling of slaves within the southern states continued. 

The conflict over slavery began to boil over with the territorial 

expansion of the United States westwards. The acquisition of new 

territories in 1845 converted the moral question of slavery into a 

burning political issue. The Northerners wanted all the new territories to 

be free, while the Southerners wanted to introduce slavery into them. 

From the middle 1840s, the issue of slavery overshadowed everything 

else in American politics. In 1852, H. B. Stowe wrote an antislavery 

novel, Uncle Tom's Cabine. It was a sentimental but powerful novel, 

which converted many readers to the abolitionist cause. Politically, the 

1850s can be characterized as a decade of failure in which the nation's 

leaders were unable to resolve the divisive issue of slavery. 

In 1854, a new political party, the Republican Party was founded by the 

Northern capitalists and Abraham Lincoln was a party candidate in the 

presidential elections of 1860. He demanded a halt to the spread of 

slavery. He was willing  to tolerate slavery in the Southern states were it 

already existed, but it was not to spread into any new territory. The 

Southern slaveholders, who fought for an extension of slavery, strongly 

opposed this policy. The majority in every Southern state voted against 

him, but the North supported him and he won the election. This fact was 

viewed by the South as a threat to slavery and ignited the war.  

 

 

Gone With  the Wind, review: 'sublime' 

An epic from the golden age of moviemaking, the story  

of Scarlett O'Hara and Rhett Butler swept the Oscars in 1939 

Film review by Serena Davies, 16 November 2015, The Telegraph 

 

Gone With the Wind (1939) was directed by Victor Fleming. Starring Clark 

Gable, Vivien Leigh, Leslie Howard, Olivia de Havilland. 

Gone with the Wind, Margaret Mitchell's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, is one 

of the bestsellers of all time, with at least 28 million copies and more than 155 

editions having been published in nearly every language and country. Its 

immortality has been secured by David O. Selznick's 1939 film adaptation, 

winner of 11 Oscars, including the first for a black actor, Hattie McDaniel. 
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It was also one of the first major movies to be made in splendid (and expensive) 

Technicolor, Gone With the Wind is an epic from the golden age of 

moviemaking. Overblown and melodramatic, it somehow achieves more than 

the schmaltz of its parts, thanks to a spirited modern heroine, the spoilt Scarlett 

O'Hara, and its refusal to give us the neat conclusions you'd expect from a 19th-

century saga of "cottonfields and cavaliers". 

Scarlett stalks across the vast and awe-inspiring canvas of the American Civil  

War, backbiting and betraying along the way, but always lighting up the screen 

with what the man she is in love with, the wet Ashley Wilkes, describes as her 

"passion for life". 

MGM had taken a risk, plucking Vivien Leigh from relative obscurity 

(England) to play the lead in one of the most lavish projects they'd ever 

undertaken, but it paid off. Victor Fleming's screen version of Mitchell's 

mediocre tale of thwarted love amid the ashes of the old South worked because 

Leigh's mercurial brilliance made Scarlett believable. Add to that the charm and 

grace of Olivia de Havilland (the angelic Melanie), Leslie Howard (Ashley) 

and the never-so-divine Clark Gable (the actor who played the noble cad Rhett 

Butler died on November 16th 1960 after shooting the final scenes of The 

Misfits opposite Marilyn Monroe) and the whole thing became a sublime 

excuse to wallow in high passion for hours on end (all four of them). 

Finally, its mythologised vision of history, where all Yankees were money-

grabbing "baddies" and all Southern landowners nice to their slaves, can barely 

ring true; nor can its frequent declarations of romantic love. But this is a film 

that never fights shy of clich®s. Rather, it collects them all up in one glorious 

heap so you can cherry-pick those that appeal. After all, tomorrow is another 

day. 

 

Source: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/film/filmreviews/ 

10765573/Gone-With-the-Wind-film-review.html 

 

In the three months that followed the elections of Abraham Lincoln, 

seven states seceded from the Union: South Carolina, Mississippi, 

Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Texas. Representatives from 

these states quickly established a new political organization - the 

Confederate States of America and Jefferson Davis was elected the 

president. 

The Southern states seized and occupied most of the federal forts within 

their borders or off their shores. Only four remained in the hands of the 
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Union. Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor was the most important. In 

April  1861, general Pierre T. Beauregard (South) demanded major 

Robert Anderson to surrender the fort, which was garrisoned by federal 

troops. When he refused to comply with this demand, the Southern 

rebels opened the fire on Fort  Sumter and the Civil  War began. After 

34 hours of bombardment, the fort was severely damaged and Anderson 

was forced to surrender. 

The people of each section entered the war with high hopes for an early 

victory. The Union was stronger not only in population, but also in 

industrial resources. The 23 states of the North had about 22 million 

people, while 11 states of the South had only a little more than 9 million 

people, including nearly 4 million black slaves. The North had a 

tremendous advantage in industrial development, making almost all of 

its war supplies, while the South had to depend on foreign imports. 

Similarly, the network of railways in the north contributed to federal 

military prospects. On the other hand, the Confederates had the 

advantage of fighting on their home territory, and their morale was 

excellent. They also had superb soldiers and generals, but the Union 

forces greatly outnumbered them. 

In spite of all advantages, the 

North was not very successful at 

first. The generals of the 

Confederacy were much more 

able than those of the Union. The 

unity of purpose made the South 

very strong enemy and the 

Confederates won some victories 

in the early part of the war. A 

military turning point of the war 

came in 1863, when Southern 

general Robert E. Lee marched 

north into Pennsylvania, and at 

Gettysburg he met the Union 

army. The largest battle ever 

fought on American soil ensued. 

After three days, the Confederates 

were defeated. 

 
13th Amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution: Abolition of Slavery 

(1865) 



47 

 

In 1864, Abraham Lincoln at last found a capable general Ulysses S. 

Grant and made him a commander of all the Union forces. Although 

there was no doubt about the victory of the North, the South fought on 

till  complete exhaustion. Richmond, the capital of the Southern 

Confederacy was captured on April  1, 1865. Finally, on April  9 the end 

of the war came, when General Lee surrendered to General Grant at 

Appomattox Court House. Five days later, on April  14, Lincoln was 

assassinated by the actor John Wilkes Booth. After this conflict the 

South was devastated and subjected to military occupation. The Civil  

War was the most traumatic episode in American history. It has been 

estimated that 120,000 men were killed in action during the conflict, and 

further 64,000 died of their wounds. More than 186,000 died of a 

variety of different illnesses. Even today, the scars have not entirely 

healed. In general however, it can be said that the war resolved two 

fundamental questions that had divided the United States since 1776. It 

put an end to slavery, which was completely abolished in 1865 by the 

13th Amendment to the Constitution, and it also decided that America 

was not a collection of states, but a single indivisible nation.  

 

 
13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution:   

Abolition  of Slavery (1865) 

 

AMENDMENT XIII  

Section 1. 

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime 

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United 

States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section 2. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

Passed by Congress January 31, 1865. Ratified December 6, 1865. 

Note: A portion of Article IV, section 2, of the Constitution was superseded by 

the 13th amendment. 

Source: http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php? 

flash=true&doc=40&page=transcript 
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Activities 

1. Think of all the differences between the South and the North in the 

time of the Civil  War (mentality, industry, way of living) and 

discuss them. 

2. Find more information on the internet and write a report from a 

Civil  War battlefield (e.g. Fort Sumter, Gettysburg, Richmond 

capture, etc.). 

3. Write an obituary announcing the death of Abraham Lincoln. 

4. Write a review on a book or a movie dealing with slavery. 
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6  

       FROM RECONSTRUCTION TO  

       DEPRESSION 
 

 

Period of Reconstruction 

The war was followed by the period of Reconstruction, which lasted for 

twelve years (1865-1877). The characteristic feature of this period was 

an enormous economic growth, which made the United States the most 

powerful nation in the world. The country became a leading industrial 

power. There were great factories, steel mills, flourishing cities and vast 

agricultural holdings. The first transcontinental railroad was completed 

in 1869, and by 1900, the United States had more railroads than all of 

Europe. The industries, such as petroleum, steel and textile, prospered. 

Americans made use of a series of inventions: the telephone, the light 

bulb, the phonograph. In Chicago, architect Louis Sullivan used 

steelframe construction to develop the first skyscraper.  

In 1866 the Russian government offered 

to sell the territory of Alaska to the 

United States. Secretary of State William 

H. Seward, enthusiastic about American 

expansion, negotiated the deal. On March 

30, 1867, the two parties agreed that the 

United States would pay Russia $7.2 

million for the territory of Alaska. 

Opponents of the Alaska Purchase 

persisted in calling it Sewardôs Folly or 

Sewardôs Icebox until 1896, when the 

great Klondike Gold Strike convinced 

everybody that Alaska was a valuable 

addition to American territory. 

 

 

 
The Russian exchange copy of 

the Treaty of Cession 
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During this period a real progress in the field of democracy was made as 

well. The Blacks were given the right to vote, and some of them were 

elected not only to various state legislatures in the South, but also to the 

U.S. Congress. While being in these posts, they introduced a lot of 

legislation beneficial to the common people. However, in 1866, the 

Southern planters founded a secret organization, the Ku Klux  Klan , as 

an instrument of terror against the Blacks. Most of the leaders were 

former members of the Confederate Army. During the next years 

Klansmen wearing masks, tortured and killed black Americans and 

sympathetic whites. Immigrants, who they blamed for the election of 

Radical Republicans (they tried to protect civil  rights of the blacks and 

bring them into the mainstream of an American life), became also their 

targets. 

In 1868, the 14
th

 Amendment to the United States Constitution was 

ratified. It grants citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in the 

United States, which included former slaves who had just been freed. 

Known as the Reconstruction Amendment, it forbids any state to deny 

any person life, liberty or property, without due process of law or to 

deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its 

laws. Reconstruction came to an end in 1877, when new constitutions 

had been ratified in all Southern states and all federal troops were 

withdrawn from the area of these states.  

 

 

14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution:   

Civil  Rights (1868) 
 

AMENDMENT XIV  

 

Section 1. 

All  persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the 

jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein 

they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the 

privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State 

deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor 

deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 
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Section 2. 

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to 

their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, 

excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the 

choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United States, 

Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or 

the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants 

of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, 

or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the 

basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the 

number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens 

twenty-one years of age in such State. 

Section 3. 

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of 

President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil  or military, under the 

United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a 

member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of 

any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to 

support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection 

or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. 

But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such 

disability. 

Section 4. 

The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, 

including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in 

suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the 

United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred 

in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the 

loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims 

shall be held illegal and void. 

Section 5. 

The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 

provisions of this article. 

 

Source: http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=43&page=transcript 
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First half of the 20th century 

Despite Constitutional guarantees, Southern blacks were now second-

class citizens and were subordinated to the whites, though they still had 

limited civil  rights. In 1896, the United States Supreme Court ruled that 

the Constitution permitted separate facilities and services for the two 

races, so long as these facilities and services were equal. Promptly there 

were set separate, but unequal facilities for the blacks.  

Laws enforced strict 

segregation in public 

transportation, schools, 

sports, and even 

cemeteries. Poll taxes 

were enacted, in order 

to exclude the blacks 

and poor whites from 

voting. Often, the 

Blacks accused of 

minor crimes were 

sentenced to hard labor 

and violence was 

perpetrated against them. Although blacks were legally free, they were 

still treated very much like slaves. 

During this period, the United States was becoming the world's leading 

industrial power. The Panama Canal was built in 1904 - 14, and it 

increased the U.S. influence in Central America.  

 

 

ACP Reaffirms Its Commitment to Panama Canal Expansion 

Press Release 

Panama City, Panama, January 2, 2014 

 

The Panama Canal Authority (ACP) reaffirms its commitment to successfully 

complete the Expansion Program to fulfill  its objective of offering a new era to 

world maritime commerce. 

  

  

https://micanaldepanama.com/expansion/category/comunicados/
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ñFor the Panama Canal it is of utmost importance that the Expansion Program 

is completed to better serve the international maritime community and its 

customers,ò said Panama Canal Administration Jorge L. Quijano. 

ACP categorically rejects the pressures by contractor Grupo Unidos del Canal, 

S.A. (GUPCSA) in recent statements, which sole purpose are to force the ACP 

to negotiate outside the terms established in the contract for the new locks 

alleging over costs and demanding to be provided additional funds from those 

agreed in the contract. GUPCSA is the contractor in charge of the new locks 

project, one of the components of the overall Panama Canal Expansion. 

To date, the contractor has not followed the claims and conflict resolution 

processes established in the contract to support the claims. 

ñNo matter what type of pressure is exercised against the ACP, we maintain our 

request that GUPCSA respects the contract that they accepted and signed,ò said 

Quijano. 

According to the contract, the intention to suspend the works does not imply 

the termination or abandonment of the project by the international consortium, 

formed by the companies Sacyr Vallehermoso, S.A (Spain), Impregilo, S.p.A. 

(Italy), Jan de Nul Group (Belgium) and Constructora Urbana S.A. (CUSA) 

(Panama). 

The ACP reiterated that the only channels to process claims are clearly 

established in the contract. A third party decides two of the three methods 

established in the contract for the resolution of claims. These contractual 

clauses were accepted by GUPCSA upon signature of the contract. 

The ACP also trusts that the contractor is able to comply with the terms agreed 

upon under contract. The contract includes guarantees that will  allow 

completing the new locks. With 65% completion, the new locks project is at a 

stage that the construction may be completed with the mechanisms included in 

the contract, if  needed. 

Overall, the Expansion Program is 72% complete. GUPCSA has previously 

indicate that instead of finishing construction October 2014, as originally 

established in the contract, the new locks will  be finished June 2015. 

The Panama Canal Authority (ACP) is the autonomous agency of the 

Government of Panama in charge of managing, operating and maintaining the 

Panama Canal.  

January 3, 2014 

Source:  Panama Canal Expansion 

https://micanaldepanama.com/expansion/2014/01/acp-reaffirms-its-

commitment-to-panama-canal-expansion/ 
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After the First World War the Unites States were in an even stronger 

economic position. The war disturbed the economies of its European 

rivals and U.S. companies were able to capture markets, which had 

previously been supplied by countries like Britain and Germany. U.S. 

companies also began to make full  use of mass production. However, 

unrestrained economic growth created many serious problems. Some 

businesses became too big and powerful. The United States Steel 

Corporation, formed in 1901, was the largest corporation in the world. 

Such giant enterprises could produce and sell goods cheaply, but on the 

other hand they could also destroy smaller competitors.  

The period of 1922 to 1933 in the USA was famous for prohibition,  a 

period during which the production and sale of alcoholic beverages were 

illegal. Initially, it was supposed to lower crime and corruption, reduce 

social problems, lower taxes needed to support prisons and poorhouses, 

and improve health and hygiene in America. Instead, illegal alcohol 

became more dangerous to consume, organized crime flourished, courts 

and prisons became overloaded, and corruption of police and public 

officials worsened. The roots of 

prohibition went bak to the early 1900s 

where there was a temperance 

movement originating in the public 

toward prohibition of alcohol. The 

movement was supported by rural 

Protestants, Anti-Saloon League, 

Democratic and Republican parties and 

WomanËs Christian Temperance Union. 

Many women became active in 

supporting prohibition believing it 

would protect families, women and children from the effects of abuse of 

alcohol. Prohibition began on January 16, 1920, when the 18th 

Amendment to the Constitution went into effect. Even though the sale of 

alcohol was illegal, alcoholic drinks were still widely available at 

speakeasies (a saloon or nightclub selling alcoholic beverages illegally) 

and other underground drinking establishments.  

Large quantities of alcohol were smuggled in from Canada, overland 

and via the Great Lakes. In addition, the Prohibition era encouraged the 

rise of criminal activity, especially organized crime (gangsterism) often 
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associated with bootlegging. The most notorious example was the 

Chicago gangster Al  Capone, who earned a staggering $60 million 

annually from bootleg operations and speakeasies. Support for 

prohibition was waning by the end of the 1920s and with the country 

caught in the Great Depression, creating jobs and revenue by legalizing 

the liquor industry had an undeniable appeal. Franklin D. Roosevelt ran 

for president in the 1932 election and his victory meant the end for 

prohibition. In February 1933 Congress adopted a resolution proposing 

a 21st Amendment to the Constitution that would repeal the 18th 

Amendement.  

 

 

Solving Scarface 

How the Law Finally  Caught Up With  Al  Capone 

In the ñroaring twenties,ò he ruled an empire of crime in the Windy City: 

gambling, prostitution, bootlegging, bribery, narcotics trafficking, robbery, 

ñprotectionò rackets, and murder. And it seemed that law enforcement couldnôt 

touch him. 

The early Bureau would have been happy to join the fight to take Capone 

down. But we needed a federal crime to hang our case onðand the evidence to 

back it up. 

In those days, racketeering laws werenôt what they are today. We didnôt have 

jurisdiction over prohibition violations; that fell to the Bureau of Prohibition. 

Even when it was widely rumored that Capone had ordered the brutal murders 

of seven gangland rivals in the infamous ñSt. Valentineôs Day Massacre,ò we 

couldnôt get involved. Why? The killings werenôt a federal offense. 

Then, in 1929, we got a break. 

On February 27, Capone was subpoenaed at his winter home near Miami, 

Florida, to appear as a witness before a federal grand jury in Chicago on March 

12 for a case involving a violation of prohibition laws. 

Capone said he couldnôt make it. His excuse? He claimed heôd been laid up 

with broncho-pneumonia for six weeks and was in no shape to travel. 

Thatôs when we got involved. We were asked by U.S. Attorneys to find out 

whether Capone was on the level. Our agents went to Florida and quickly found 

that Caponeôs story didnôt hold water. When he was supposedly bedridden,  
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Capone was out and about ï going to the race tracks, taking trips to the 

Bahamas, even being questioned by local prosecutors. And by all accounts, his 

health was just fine. 

On March 27, 1929, Capone was cited for contempt of court in Chicago and 

arrested in Florida. He was released on bond, but from there on, it was downhill 

for the notorious gangster: 

¶ Less than two months later, Capone was arrested in Philadelphia by local 

police for carrying concealed weapons and was sent to jail for a year. 

¶ When he was released in 1931, Capone was tried and convicted for the 

original contempt of court charge. A federal judge sentenced him to six 

months in prison. 

¶ In the meantime, federal Treasury agents had been gathering evidence that 

Capone had failed to pay his income taxes. Capone was convicted, and on 

October 24, 1931, was sentenced to 11 years in prison. When he finally got 

out of Alcatraz, Capone was too sick to carry on his life of crime. He died 

in 1947. 

In the end, it took a team of federal, state, and local authorities to end Caponeôs 

reign as underworld boss.  

 

Source: https://archives.fbi.gov/archives/news/ 

stories/2005/march/capone_032805 

Great Depression and New Deal 

Americans developed a tendency to invest savings and earnings in 

speculative ventures. One way of making money during the 1920s was 

to buy stocks and shares. Prices of these stocks and shares constantly 

went up, so investors kept them for a short-term period and then sold 

them at a good profit. On October 29, 1929 (the Black Tuesday) the 

Stock Market crashed. It had lost 47 percent of its value in twenty-six 

days. Although less than one percent of the American people actually 

possessed stocks and shares, the Wall  Street Crash was to have an 

enormous impact on the whole population. Business houses closed their 

doors, factories shut down and banks failed. By 1932 approximately one 

out of every four Americans was unemployed. The big disparity 

between the country's productive capacity and the ability of people to 
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consume was the core of the problem. The Great Crash was the 

beginning of a deep, worldwide economic crisis - the Great Depression.  

  
Unemployed men queued outside a 

depression soup kitchen opened in 

Chicago by Al Capone. 

 

The Great Depression affected families 

to the core. Hopeless situation 

demanded hopeless solutions. Suicide 

and crime became the only option for 

many who had lost everything. 

Soon after he was elected as a president, Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

introduced a series of measures, called the New Deal. The main ideas of 

the New Deal were recovery from the economic depression and 

stabilization of the national economy to prevent severe economic crises 

in the future. Under the New Deal industrial enterprises and farmers 

were given subsidies to be able to restrict their production, farm 

surpluses were purchased by the Government and banks received 

government support too. Within three months, the historic Hundred 

Days, Roosevelt enacted a number of laws to help the economy to 

recover. New jobs were created by the construction of roads, airports, 

bridges, and public buildings. The program reduced unemployment 

from 17 million to 8 million. In addition, the New Deal also included 

social and labor legislation.  

The cornerstone of the New Deal was the Social Security Act of 1935. 

It created a system of insurance for the aged, disabled and unemployed. 

The system was based on employer and employee contributions. 

Roosevelt also banned unfair employer practices and protected the 

workersË right to collective bargaining. These measures made Roosevelt 

extremely popular. He was the only American president who served 

three terms and was elected to a fourth. Although the economy 

improved, the Roosevelt's New Deal programs did not end the 

Depression. 

 






















































































